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CREATION aroſe from his bound- 
* benignity, and is therefore one 
imperfect expreſſion of it I know 
not what lovelier thought can enter 
the enn of man than is conveyet 
hymn of the | celeftials— 
"Tho art worthy, O. Lord, 10 receive 
glory and honour and power, for thou 
Haft created all things, and for thy 
pleaſure they are and were created *. 
It was the PLEASURE of Gop- that 
his immenſe and boundleſs good- 
neſs ſhould iſſue in ſuch a creation 
-us this. In his eternal and all com- 
prehenſive mine 7 he formed a fair 
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- things that were not as" though they 
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of knowing who made both hit 
and them — of contemplating the 
glorious excellencies of his Maker, 
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vine culture and bounty here is a 


— reparation on Gopꝰs part, 
it ſhould — for the introduc- 
pg of a favourite, and what muſt 
be \man's-admiration at himſelf; and 
ice in his Gop, when walk- 


K 


ing forth in ſtrength and beauty, and 
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How ſoon was diſobedience to hea- 
ven followed by every kind of out- 


and wickedneſs of one another. 


rage upon earth? How ſoon was 
the cry of violence heard in the tente 


of Adam's progeny — they doing 


read y done violence, both to his 
Gop and to himſelf !—in this fad 


might have left theni-to 
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ſhew' mercy in a way ſuited to his 
ſunle and degraded condition. The 
firſt inſtance of ſuch: mercy was his 
promiſe” of a Saviour * Another 
remarkable and engaging inſtance of 
it was his ſecuring, by expreſs law, 

the lives of mankind from the fury 
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ler upon the nature of man; which | 


are called 2 Laut of Nuture. St. 
Paul intimates, that for their ſtrength 
and clearneſs, 4 they are ſufficient for 
us both to be governed and judgẽd 
by: now theſe were all written 


upon our hearts by the finger of 
f the great legiſlator and as the ten- 
dency of them is to keep the world 


in peace and order, they muſt be 


| eure and concern for his vreatute 
man; that his dwelling in this 
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every living thing: he underſtands 
the aſking look of cach, and grants 


the expected ſupply. Nor a Harro 
ore God : he rode age 
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inferior creatures that they may mi- 
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God that are over all his works: do 
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nell bir ſun o ariſe on the bit 
rbe good, and ſenditb Bir rin bn the 
juſt and on the unjuſt—arid' all under 
the character of — ouR "FATHER 
RICH is IN HEAVEN. He gives 
his benefits where He is not received 
with them, amongſt rhe" b and 
"unthankful—they enter the” doors 
that are ſhut againſt the divine be- 
"nefator—7hey a "unto God part 
from un Land yet be fills their. "houfes 
"worth go things *. Shew tne the 
FRIEND beſides that will continue his 
bounty and be conſtantly overlooked. 
Weesen MATE tit inis cb. * 
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are not all theſe the vouchſafements 
of our divine benefactor; that while 
we are candidates for a better world, 
we may not feel neceſſity in this — 


There is ee in our houſes v 


= wigs ach of us write upon e 


the gift of my ęreat and heavenly | 
FRIEND,.who iudeed giveth all things 
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richly to enjoy: one ef whole titles 


is: FATHER OF LIGHTS, and 


| Anthor ; of: every good gift „ and every 
'P perfect gift to tbe children of- men. He 
gives all 1 the pureſt benignity 


of uu — 
to bleſa us to the utmoſt; when it 
happens otherwiſe, the cauſe: and 
the blame are in ourſelves; we put 
a ſting to the honey of his bleſſings, 
and a thorn to the roſe of thoſe de- 
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well as with pure Wr. to us 
and this evinces FRIENDSHIP to us 
to the higheſt degree; how incom 
parably captivating is the ſentiment 
conveyed in the following line — 
Thou art good and doeft good *. Thou 

doeſt good of thine own will and 
pleaſure, and becauſe it is thy very 
nature. This (as I ſaid before) is 
called the good pleaſure of his good- 
meſs + a complacency in the ſeve- 
ral exertions of it, both as previ- 
—— ctually con- 
1 — nene e and doe good. 
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: His FRIENDLY: n guide us 
his FRIENDLY bounty ſupplies us 
his [FRIENDLY rebukes awaken and 
vorrect usr — as 4 — Tre- 
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buke'\and chaſten it is his TRIEVD-· 


LY viſitation that preſerves our ſpi- 


rits—it is his preſence and power 
that keeps us from danger, or deli- 
vers us out of it. He is with us in fx 


troubles and in ſeven—he carries us 


through all: our uncertainties—is 
better to us thin our fears—and is 
a rock 51 gher than ade are oben our 


hearts are ' overwhelmed. within: ut. 


- -Able to do for us exceedingly, abun- 


dantly, above all that we can aſt or 
- In ſickneſs he is near us 
in death he is with us; he delivers 
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us from both, or cauſes: that neither 
ſhall do us Wes harm. 08 
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in token that he had ſo far carried 
the place when the blood has for- 
ſaken our cheeks, and been retreat. 
ing to our hearts how often has our 
divine FRIEND ſtepped in to our 
relief—and "as the almighty PRE. 
5 461 1 ftopped che 

y reſtored the 
E — . Leiche trembling 


nerve, reddened the white and qui- 


vering lip, and diſplayed afreſh the 
enſigns of life; ſo that we inſtantly 
found ourſelves the living tbe living 
to pruiſe bim; and have perhaps, finee | 
then, been enabled, through his 
mercy, to look down with Pleaſure 5 
into that very grave that we once 
. ſo Fer run mne 
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ſuch our temporary deliverance from 
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at 00 erer is this falvation 
Mill e eben fret in üb 
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any; Fooliſh,or wicked. luſt claims. ho 
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Tur eee 8 watery 
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ike the SworD. out of the hand of 


Gop, as the libertine would the 
ſceptre: he would invade the tre- 
mendous prerogative which Gop Al- 
mighty excluſively claims Ven geance 
2s mine, 1 will repay, ſaith the Lord x. 


80 far as his own interefts 80, he 


would be ruler, judge and EXRCUr 
4ioner : to the neglect and dethroi 


of whoſe: government, his paſſion, 


of the ſupreme ruler—the proceſſes 


His hamour, or His 1 — wont 


n e won wy wen; 


| The life a every: 9 per- | 


"ah 1s a continual REs1STANCE to 
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And what is eee eee, 
MITY? A kind of enmity that is 


ſeverely. [threatened and condemned 
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Locking the ExEMEs: oh Go I 
— the Harp HearTeD Max 


ho never knew what is was to 
do good to men for Gop's ſake: 
though often entreated by that very 
conſideration. He that Ioveth not his 
brother wham he bath ſeen, bow ball 
be love Gop geben he hath nat ſeen +2 
With ſucki a perſon all goes into the 
Whirlpool of ſelfiſhneſs; nothing 
paſſes his hands, by way of gratiguds | 
to — or — to men. 
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2 Corona man's name is 
followed with a dreadful appendage: 
'T, e covęcous—⁰ the Lord ab 
bers x. Such declared enmity on 
. God's part muſt infer a previous en- 
mity on his. St. Paul proclaims 
eyery covetous perſon an IpoL ATE RT: 
and what is ſuch idolatry but enmi- 
ty: it is giving Gop's glory to ano- 
ther; and transferring to, gold, that, | 
_ reverencez. dependence and truſt, 
which are due only to infinite power, 
perfection and goodneſs. They 2 
unte gold thou art my hope, and to the. 
ne gold thou art my. confidence... 
This FRienDsSHIP 407th the world is 
enmity. with God. And Gop's en- 
mity is genounoed in return "Eb 
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WITH GOD „ 
"Beſides that covetars men bye 
continua al ual infelicity i in their unworthy: 
appetitions and miſplaced affections, 
they have Gop's curſe. They ex- 
perience their conduct to be irrational 5 
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and UNUAPPr, by their * 
vexations and diſappointments: and, = 
| (what they too little think of) a2 15 
divine NzME515- purſues it as 14 
Criminal; This is the recom- 19 
pence they have for their thorny cares | +48 
and piercing ſorrows.” Curſed be the F359 
. man that trufteth in man, and maketh ay: 
fleſd bis arm, and N heart depai 19 
ü a the Lord s. | 7 
1 
And what ure all Bau xu js 
and UncRaTEFUl Mr but ene 1 : 


mies of Gop?. St. PAaur ranks theſe 
alſo with the very worſt of ſinners. 
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Uusbantjul, ungrateful vi. Their alie- 
vation from Gop increaſes with the 
number and value of his favours. 
* hey fancy themſelves independent; 
though in fact nothing is their own: 
Zo, their i good in not in their own 

hand f. and they immediately be. 
come inſolent. WÜ᷑WlU ave Lordi, (they 

<ery)- ae avili com? no more unto thee}. 

Det mean people? worſhip Gopi_we 

are above it? Thus are Gob's bene- 

"fits and bleſſings perverted from their 
proper and intended uſe.” Gop means 
to allure men by them to his in tereſt 

and ſervice, and men talte oeαν, 

from them to deſert his intereſt and 

ſervice. He means them as ſo many 
motives to obedience, and they dif- 

obe. with the OY hand. 


— 


* 2 Tim. iii. Ty 25 + Job xxi. 16. 
1 Jer. ii. 31. 


And 


* 
2. 
1 
14 
74 


Wen GD 697 
And what ſhall. we fy of nr 
SNS Or PLRASOVRE and diſſipation ? 
Theſe are accounted harmleſs cha- 
racters No ones enemies but their 


vi pleaſures have that ſupreme 


— which is due to Gon alone. 


Lovers - of pleaſure more than lovers 
Gon P49, And-can:this preference 
<confitt with;  loyalty'? Pm 


every; obligation of duty to Gon, 
EY of: devotion and piety 
that comes in the way: thereof, 
"readily« diſpenſed! with. Are nt 
theſe men Gon's enemies as well as 
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Beſides theſes tliere are TRE PROUD 


whom Gor knoweth. afar off * THE 
| LYING TIPS that ſhall be put to f- 
lence F—THE" FALSE BALLANCES 
and them that hold them, which-are 
an abomination unto the Lox p- 
THE UN RICH TRSOUs that OY not i- 
berit bis . §. t 12r6h ths 
t en Bag op ind was 
But why: Bod ee e 
lar claſſes of offenders? AHL s is 
ExNMITY to Gop, and every finner 
is an enemy. ſo St. Paul ſtates the 
matter Enemies in your mindi 10 
Go : (ſays: he): i avicked: wor. 
n . is on his part an enemy 
to: Ts Angry with. the:: picked 
1 _ «. ' A mr 
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- There i is no one e ee in {Goo 


however excellent and | admirable; 
but theſe men are ſome way or other 


enemies to: they would: difarm him 


of his Power, becauſe they know 


they have incenſed it againſt them, 


and that wit is too hard for them. 


They hate the UDNLINMIT EU PRES 
SENCE of -Gop, which is the conſo- 


lation and triumph of eee 
becauſerit follows them into the ſe- 
eret receſſes of their iniquities: they 
eannot endure his HoLINEss, though 
it is the ground of confidence. in his 
government, becauſe it is contrary 
to, and will condemn their unholi- 

and as to his Wm ü. 
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nts; which they have fo much de 
caſion for, and which they ſometimes 
profeſs to confide in, they are de- 
ſcribed: as treating that with Con- 
tempt, as well as neglect it is ſo 
cheap and common that they make 
light of it, to their Maker's diſplea- 
ſure, and their own aggravated ruin 
They deſpiſe the riches of his forbearance 
4 end/patience ; thus tredſuring up tothem- 
= felves wrath againſt the day of wrath x. 
= Thus much for the reality of there 
being enemies to Gop in the world, 
and the perſons who fall under this 
unnatural and dreadful denomina- 
tion. FRIENDSRAIY WITH GOD fups 
poſes RECONCILIATION: to nin "as 
its foundation; reconciliation: to his 
exiſtence, perfections, and a 
. _ fo 4 we er th 
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object to, either, but are perfectly 
well pleaſed chat er is a Gob, and 
that he is ſuch a n as his word 
deſcribes him. ü brecht . 
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. That it is VNREAS 
Satte the guilt. and torment of 
hell itſelf. Vou cannot ſay a more 
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children of men, Partakers of Gop:s 
reſemble this ancient enemy of Gon, 
and of all righteouſneſs. Moreover 
we muſt be aware that enmity to 
Go D 18 e n 5 "£0 
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characteriſtical thing of the deyil 1 
than that he bears. an enmity to to. Go ob. 1 1 
This, made bim a devil at firſh, and 1 
ſtill keeps him ſuch let not the © | 
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2 FRIENDS H 10 ä 
7 will en eee chant 
our ruin is compleated. I bo can 
fand before bis indignation and who 
can abide in the fierceneſs of bis anger u? 
Who will fet thorns and briars before 
me in batHle ? (ſays he in the lofty 
ſpirit of deity) I would go through 
them, I would burn them together . 
Our Saviour reminds us as an argu- 
ment for living in the fear and 
FRIENDSHLIf of Gop, Zhat be can 
roy both ſeul and body in tell 3. 
Fhereby intimating that he will do 
o if he be not reverenced and loved 
Y as he ought to be. And when once 
1 we have incenſed him againſt us, 
i onfider what an enemy he is capa- 
ble of prongs Hes Wrenons will 
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miſery. A man is: angry with me, 
and he dies — but it is a fearful thing 
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74. FRIENDSHIP. 


is to hate the light, and love dark- 
neſs rather (for Gop is the Father of 
hights) it is to loath beauty, diſre- . 
harmony to fly in the face of 


goodneſs. and patience, and to be 


averſe to perſection itſelf:— It is to 
ſtrike at that power through which, 
we live. and move, and to lift our 
hand and direct our breath againſt 
him who continues our n for 
The a dats and habit of * ike: 
this, the man diſpoſed to FRIEND»! 
SHIP, with Gop will be. ede I 
will begin to look about him, and 
to enquire, har ſhall. I di ts Fo 
_ſaved ? how ſhall I keep clear, or 
get rid: of that monſtrous and . 
ſtructive thing, enmity to Gow? 
will ſeek after a rectified will, an 
enlightened mind, and holy and 
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ar 
loyal affections; will chooſe Gop as 
his ſupreme good ; the book of God 
as his beſt guide ; and the ſervice of 
Gop as his. beſt employment; with 
full purpoſe of heart, cleaving unto the 
Lord—and expreſſing his full re- | 
conciliation to Son, his providence, 4 
government, laws; and fervice, 'in 
ſome ſuch language as this. Bhν, art 
my portion, O God ! I have ſaid that 
1 will keep thy words *. O how love 
1 thy law; it is my continual meditaw 
tim +. How feet are thy words 
unto my tafte ; Yea, fiveeter than bo- 
ney to my mouth t M,. foul breatetÞ 
For the lungin 2 22 it hath for or” thy 
Judgments af all ines l. 1 Heem nn” - 
thy precepts conterning all things 70 4. — 
8 aud 4 bare ban falſe way d. ; 8 
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confidence. And ſo it ſhould be 
with us and the great Gop.— We 


ſhould KNow him, in order to our 


being the faſter and more faithful 
FRIENDS of him. And it is our 
unſpeakable happineſs in the preſent 
caſe, that the more clear and tho- 
rough our knowledge of Gop is, the 
more we ſhall ſee of the defirable- 
neſs of his FRIENDSHIP, and the 

more we ſhall applaud ourſelves for 
Toveting it—zhey that know thy name 
«ill put their truſt in tbee . The 


more entire our knowledge is of the 


beſt human characters, che 


reaſon ſhal! we ſee for chati 
reps and for 2 limited" 


* 8 % 4 

f 8 D 

4%: + | — 4 * by 4 25 4 t 
7 


* Pfalm iu. 701 21202 be > 


a, . — * — 
4 2 1 G n a i & 7 
4 — 8 — 2 4 * 4 pd 8 o . . 1 Þ 
i 2 * * N 18 24 e * x W OP 
# 
| 3 "goo Ine 5 
” * 4 
„ 4 — 


- 
Kb 
* 
1 o 
* 
n 
* 3 & » 
ore- 7 p 2 * 
1 
_ Me ITE 
- 
— 18 - 
þ-4 > J 0 
„ © £ 
MY 
1 


- * 
+ 


g — 
19 
l 
3 > : . is = Oh; od p 7 
Is. *3® 9 F a _ _ 
PETR SL RESET, Ende 
. 2 Tait Mr 44 | I WR. 20 2 X ; 


A . 6 Q „ p > 
22 ery. 6 DET ES: r „ » 


I 


5 Bo 8 : >. © . 
dogs 28 Fo. Lf EF * he a 
wir” at — 


— - 
. 2 3 hy wx * W — nos — 
1 IO IRIS 
— 9 1 12 - = ſs ay F Co * 6.2 * 5 II — 
* 4 7 «. 12A 8 : 
— * * 299 4 3 F e 3 — 2 


" 
4 2 * = — ; . . s * - IS " 38 
3. 2 8 4 s PI DT ret 2 4 Shy in 
? Du ex gs + ** PIE — ne 29:52 the" 2 
n . i * 
«vr 2 * ee pn 5 o2-I% 22 . -- — 


2 237 
24042; 4 4 2 


* 


4D » Is 3 * 
K 
— rn — m 2 _ 


T —_— _ 
7 r 
PF. - 


— a> mon — — 
222 K 
1 8 


— KW 
* — - * 4 3 
2 * W 7 * Ä ·˙ Aw Y + awe ven = 


wy x 2 — a d 4 Fae 2 * Ss oe” 
5 w_ — — — —— 
2 ; 
KA +. Av 


IT N 22 — , — 
OI ed TI Cc 
rar „ — . 2 


— Y " - YC — - — - — — 
— 3 — ys carp we OE AREA — — > — MESS a. + — LIE . 
* K — — - . 928 * 2 n *F, 4; N 9 5 N . 2 
4 n ae E cog oy 2 3 © * . — * — 
1w x ** 8 * i 7 : mr 7 Xt - + * « ” 2 — 
5 * \ -S -» Ta * 1 3 «> © * 1 F E 
ar W © EY IT * . 2 — 2 Le. — 
5 ARES n - _ 0 - 
is - Sec S © 


8 
r e een A mg 3. 
Coin. IM * n * - Ae: TRIED 
r r 22*ͤ«%łf 2 


* 78 FRIENDSHIP 
S3.osodneſs, che more {hall we be fa- 
| ꝗtͤsſied with the ground of our de- 
pendence and hope and, like Da- 
vid, ſhall charge it upon ourſelves 
with ſtill greater complacency and 
ſolemnity A4 lau. War aur Ei 
x os % agtolaons 


The ee gh Gop will truly - 
ie us. How muſt chat boſom 
be ennobled and adorned that is 

ſtored with ſuitable. ideas of infinite 
power, goodneſe, widen, and a 
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fulneſs? This knowledge i is the true 
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treaſure of the immortal mind i 
In lift eternal (ſays Jeſus Chriſt him 

elf) to know 7hee the only true Gad. 
A misisthe knowledge that Gop allows 
3h ad auEntlse to glory and. 8 2859 
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WITH GOD. 5 


in 2 him that glorieth glary in 

| thi , that h underflandeth and knoweth 

meu. the attributes of my nature, 
. _ "_ methods of oy e 
The knowledge of GOop is, or ; 
ſhould be, natural to man. — We 
are his offepring—and whom ſhould 
wwe be ſo defirous of knowing as our Fs 
great and heavenly parent ? Shew as | 
"the great father of all (chould we tay). 
Man While unafſiſted by divine 
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80 PFRIENDSHYP 
: "© ſptat- this to your fame (ſays St. 
Paul) and (in that it is generally 
choſen and affected) as monſtrous and 
unnatural :— they liked not to retain 
God in their knowledge , , (fays the 
: apoſtle of the heathen world) / 
7 they are willingly ignorant (fays 
Peter of ſome libertine ſcoffers in 
his time.) Of this of what?: 
- why. of Gop, as the creator of the 
world, and the creator of themſelves. 
Some men will admit any abſurdi- 
"ties, rather than admit Gop into 
their knowledge. This world ſhall 
he ſuppoſed to be made by chance, 
or to be eternal, and ſo not made at 
all, rather than Gop be owned for 
the architect: there ſhall be no pro- 
vidence, rather than he ſhall have 
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2 1 Corinth. xv. 24+ oF Romans 1. 28. N 
4 2 Pet. iii. 5. 17-1 


the 


the direction omg . les, 
rewards, and, puniſhments, that he 
may be. ſhut out from the diſtribu- | 
tion of them; and they will bear any 
burthens rather than ſeek. after Gop 
as their deliverer—like thoſe in the 
book of Jos, whoſe affected igno- 
rance, and wilful neglect of Gon, 
is thus deſcribed: they cry out, by 
reaſon of : the arm of the mighty, vet 
noe ſaith, where is God my maker +8 
Though nature itſelf would dictate, 
ery to him to give thee HELP who ga 
| Zhee thy LIE; yet they had rat. 
periſh in their ſtupidity. and, miſery, 
than ſo far acknowledge their m 
.ker's being, power, and providenee;. 
as to implore his help. This choſen - 
. ignorance of God. is the moſt, de- 
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„ eee W272 Go 7 1 
8 are WILLING to know Gop-— 
that we TAKE Pains to know him 
128 after him, if haply. we may find 

mM * following on to kngw the Lord +, 
55 the prophet ſpeaks) how excel- 
lent , he is in himſelf, how related 
be is to us, and how ſuitable a par- 
tion for us—and that to our endea- 
vours we add our PRAYERS to the 
father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, „ the 
father of glory, that he would grant 
unto us the ſpirit of Wt i/ſdam and under 


Panding i in the inowledge of hi 22 i 


| be Friend of Gor 7 ITY the 
knowledge of Gop.. I Ryjawledge, is 


* Ads xvii. 27. 10 75 t Hoſea vi. 3. 
3 bn, One 


one of the characteriſtics of "the 
new, or heaven-born creature. They 


that are renewed after the image 


of Gop, are renewed in knooledge - 
as in the knowledge of truth in ge- 
neral, ſo eſpecially of the Gop, the 
"author and the untain of truth. 
The FRIEND of Gop uſes heaven 
and earth, and every creature in both, 
as ſo many mediums for attaining to 
the ſight of the bleſſed creator. 

To him there is a tranſparency i in 
« every thing, through which. the 
h 60 artificer ſhines. To him the works 


of God are ſo many winpows for 
« letting into his mind the moſt | 
« captivating beams of the divine 
« perfections, while the ſenſual or 


7 the inconſiderate ſinner uſes them 
« as ſo many CURTAINS for W 
«tin ing Gop and his perfections gutf 


4 Mr. Mead, 
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8% FRIENDSHUP 
Ihe frame and furniture of the 
earth, the curious ornament of the 
To (termed the work-of bis fin- 
*,) the wide and ſwelling ſea, all 
exhibit Gop to the admiring eye of 
his FrienD : the awakening inter- 
poſitions - of providence in dreadful | 
and deſerved judgments, are to him 
ſo many proclamations of the awful 
majeſty and purity of Gop: and the 
general forbearance and benignity of 
that providence, do, in the {mall ſtiil 
voice of ſweet and forcible perſuaſion, 
call him to more eſtabliſhed) habits 
55 Of gratitude, love, and truſt: the 
graſing beaſt, and chirping bird, 
bring to his remembrance that boun- 
ttiful Lord, 25 gives to the. beaſt hrs 
; _ and to the young ravens that 
8 Then ainte Aavweprthows, 


* Pr, vill. 3 80 5 Fe FL ie 7 I Th 


bim | 


him the heavenly wiſdom that decked _ 
it, and is endeared to him? fot! its f 
maker's ſake, as well as for its own! 
Thus to THE FRIEND or God, 
every thing is aun af Gon = 
1917 Ai . ii: 14143: aut 
Thus Go D in enn e ſhines, 
Fair is the book of nature's lines, 
But fairer 1 is the book of Ro 2 
At DNF Fade * 10 111100 51171 RUN 
a hich! leads me eee | 
it is from the word of Gop that the 
FRIEND or Go derives the fulleſt 
and moſt delectable knowledge of 
him. From thence he forms ſuch 
ideas of his almighty power, tran- 
ſcendent mercy, tender compaſſions, 
and long-ſuffering patience, as create 
a very heaven in his breaſt, in point 
of tranquility, confidence, and de- 
| light, and give him freſh ſpirits for 
ies and chearful obedience. 
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the knowledge of Gop let 


us, as we would approve ourſelves 


the FalEN DS or Gop, be ambitious. 


Let us covet it both for our credit 


and our comfort. Have I been "fo 
Jong time with thee (ſaid Jeſus Chriſt 
to a diſciple) and yet baſt thou not 
Enorm men So may almighty Go 
alk us, have I been ſo long with 


you, never far from you, by the diſ- 


plays of my power and holineſs, by 
my wonderful works, and my tender 
mercies, and yet you will not know 
or acknowledge me If we are the 
ſincere FxIEN DS or Gop, we ſhall 
dread this eee, n 1 * 


% 5. 


II. Fn RIENDSHIP WITE Gen in- 
e 'Cruorce'; the. choice of him 
as our beſt hope, e and 1225 


4 


'This 


® John xiv. "I 


-SHIP,- viz, the chooſing ſome. per- 
ſons from amongſt the reſt as the ob- 
jects of our ſpecial eſteem, compla- 
cency, and truſt. — FRIENDSHIP | 
WITH Gop is our CHOICE of HIM. 
above every creature, and in the room 
of every creature; according to that 
rapturous exclamation, Whom have 1 
in heaven hut thee, and there is none 
on wart that T _ _ thee®: 
Aki grid _ gt J Dad 
OFFERS himſelf to our choice: Chooſe 
you this day whom you will ſerve, love, 
CLAIMS our choice: My ſon give 
we cbine heart p. He ExPosTULATES 
with us as to whom we would chooſe 
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W FRIENDSHIP 
to the refuſal of him, or ſet in com- 
petition. and compariſon with him 
to:whom will: ye liken GoD,: and with 
4 fimilitude will je compare him 
And he LAMEN TS every fooliſh and 
pointment and miſery that we there- 
by entail upon ourſelyes: My, people 
evould haue none / met; My people 
love forſaken: the. fountain of living 
waters, and have bewn out unto them 
fetves broken ems that. can Hal ne 


ute? 6 


Ab Gowin 18 WORTHY. 4 be CHOSEN by 
us as our beſt FRIEND and ſupreme 
good; for he is the infinite ALL we 
ALL. I amn le almighty gon . 


25 
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10 Y 45 
* 7h, vo! 2h 18. 9 Pl. Rrki 1 11. 
1 Jer. ii. 13. 8 8 Gen. xvii. I, 


(aid 


FLY 


(faid he to his FRIEND ABR TR 
As Gop here ſpeaks or himſelf, ſo 
alſo IK himſelf, with a divine 
greatneſs and majeſty. His perfec- 
tion contains all that we can imagine, 
and more than we can imagine 


all knowledge; all goodneſs, and all 
—all that is deſirable of 


happineſs—a 
whatever kind, and in the higheſt 
poſſible degree. 
of our choice are inadequate to our 

negeſſities but how: e e fs 
the 3 of Facol® 2 


* In ech 
Lass 
"dds as FOR 18 ohio woRTHY, fo 
he is the oVLY SUI TABLE object of 
our choice: and therefòre, if we 


chooſe him not, we do an injury 


both to him and ourſelves: we rob 
him of his oroR v, and ourlelyes of 
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our SECURITY and couroRT. And 
how abſurd is this method of con- 
duct ? how may a man lament his 
own condition, when it is duly ap- 
prehended by him—there is but one 
perfect being, but one ſatisfying 
good, but one ſuitable. all- ſufficient 
FRIEND. of mankind, and I make no 
1 ahoice of him, and therefore have 
us portion in him! From the uh 
and ſuitablanaſs of the obi, and alio 
Fam the neceſſity of the vale, the 
FRIEND or Gop makes that choſte 
of him which I have been ſpeaking 
Arbe Lord ir the portion of m un 
 uerdtante, and of my cup. O ny ſcud, 
h. Baß aid nuhjj the Lord, thou utr 
my Lord r. I critd umd tbee, G 
Tom, I fard, thox art my refuge and 
ey portion in the W 


Pf. xvi. 5. f Ver. 2. 1 Pſ. exlii, 5. 
. And 


WITH GOD. gz: 
And as the FRIENDS or 'Gop 
make a choice of him as their pre- 
ſent and final portion, ſo we find 
them  expreſsly glorying in their 
choice, and exhibiting the worthy 
object of it to the admiration and 
love of mankind. Lo ] this is our 
Gop.; we have waited for him, and 
be will ſave us. Turs Gop 1s aur 
God for ever and ever. Tris GOD 
ſhe how great and excellent he is, 
and how happy and ſafe we are id 
him! Our Grd ir in the brauemsdbe 
Hath ione' wharfaever be pleaſed +. 
(Spoken en triumph over the 
falſe gods of the heathens) rr 
idali ane fuer aud * the TER 
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gz FRIENDSHIP. 
Such a cxorce of Gop as our beſt 
FRIEND and ſovereign good let us 
make. We may do it in a more ſo- 
lemn and expreſs manner by prayers, 


vows," and ſacraments; or in a man- 


ner leſsexprefs, thoughr morehabitual, 


viz. by our prevalent eſteem of him, 


__ love, gs devoted- 
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This CHOICE is 1 J l by the 


5 Or ADS of ſeripture, which en- 
join our cleaving to Go, and not 
to vanity. It is juſtified by the RE 


PRESENTATIONS! which the ſcrip- 


tures make of Gop—WWith thee is 


e fountain of lifſe*. In thy preſence | 


dee fot: 
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By the CONGRATULATIONS - of 


Gripture—Happy: is he that hath the 


| Gop of Jacob for | his help, et 
bope. the Lord is*. And by the Ex- 
PERIENCE of the ſaints 0 tafte nd 
fee. that t tbe Lord 1s e eee i the 
man. That, e n a FA 
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and turn unto the Lord, —let us re- 


pent of every unworthy, and eſpe- 


_ cially of every wicked choice we may 
haye,made againſt him, or in prefe- 


rence. to him; adopting that moſt 
ſuitable. language. of the penitents in 
Is ALA n- Lord, our, Lord, other; 
Lords befides thee have had dominion ever. 
Dominion over our _underf] 21 

ings, our affections, and our pur- 
ſuits But & thee e only Will: we now 
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wait dos fon from other confidetices ? 


Our hearts are upon thee—ozr 1 | 
18 in thee = 
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| ory DericnT in him. 


And for this ets 1s abundint 


room, ſo far as power, perfection, 
and goodneſs can pleaſe. Gop' is 


worthy of beitg delighted in, which 


every mortal FRIEND is not. There 


may be ſhining qualities to excite 


_ admiration, and a good heart to com- 
mand our eſteem and confidence; 
and yet what is neceſſary to produce * 
' DELIGHT may be wanting. But 
GoD is an object every way p E- 
LECTABLE,' and they that know kis 
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Delgbr th Gop is the temper and 
happineſs of heaven. There all is 
joy and complacency—all i is traſt and 
triumph; and in this valuable arti- 


cle heaven n be brought nm to 
earth. 
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We are ALLOw ID to delight in 
Gop; in his PERFECTTONS as our 
ENTERTAINMENT ; and in his Go- 
VERNMENT as our CONFIDENCE.” 
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We are coMMANDED to delight 
in him. Delight thyſelf in the Al- 
mighty, and he ſhall give thee the de- 

fires of thine Beart- f. It is fo much 
Sop's will we ſhould do this, that 
he will grant us all we can * for 
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Cy IN e difkinguiſhes 
the ſincere ſoul from the hypocrite. 
Jos aſks concernin 8 the latter ill 
be delight himſelf. in the Almighty ? 


He may think of Gop with dread— 


mention him with apparent reſpe&t— 
ſerve him for an intereſt—and come 


to church for faſhion but as to DE- 


LIGHT in the nature, will, domi- 


nion, and providence of Gon, he i ay 


no ſuch F RIEND as that comes to. 


1 IN Gopii is Abbe « as 
actually enjoyed by TRE FRIENDS 


or Gop — chou baſt put gladneſs i in my 


heart more than i in the time that their 
corn and wine e 7. 1 will * 
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which 3 ll — ug, keeps 
their hearts and minds,” and ſubſiſts 


in the abſence of other enjoyments. 
Although the fig tres ſhall not bloſſom, 
neither fhall-frutt be on the vines; the 


all be cut off from the fold, and rhere 


ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls : yet will 
I REJjofen IN THE LorD, I vill 
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ſurrounded uh neceſſities, oppreſſed 
ein fears, "encompaſſed with dan- 
gers, and obnoxious every hour to 
death, ſhould be willing to DE- 
LIGHT in the eternal and all-ſuffi- 
cient Gop, is no way ſtrange . But 
can he, the lofty, holy, happy Jz- 
. HOVAH, can he DELIGHT in ſo mean 
| pollined, « has "wretched" a dow per as 


man? 


l 3 8 1 query in the 
language of ſcripture, for no other 
authority will be taken. The upright 
are his DELIGHT *. The Lord be- 
. LIGHTE TH in thee.: by Gop ſhall x x- 
- JOICE OVER THEE T. His Counte- 

nance doth behold the uprigbt t. Here 

is the idea of that ſpecial attention 


Prov. xi. 20. + Ifaiah Ixii. 4, 5. 
24 Pſalm xi. 7. | * 
We 


— — 2 ——— 


— 


we give to any object that particu- 
8 79 5 pleaſes us the PRAYER of tbe 
_ upright is his DELLGHT*,, He hath 
PLEASURE in the PROSPERITY of bis 
S ervants f. Abe Lord taketh- PLE A- 
SURE in them that. fear him,” in thoſẽ 
that hope in bis mercy. Such lan- 
guage is ſuffieient to overwhelm us 
with gratitude and amazement: the 
condeſcenſion and goodneſs of i it are 
R and infinite. | 
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Cons rauer. 


Iv.) EVOTIONAL 1N- 


TERCOURSE. his 
naturally follows from that de- 
light in Gop which was before 
ſpoken of —delighting in the Almighty, 
and calling. upon Gop *, are men- 
tioned i in connection the one being 


Wppolcd to produce the other. We 


cannot long refrain the converſe of 


2 job art 10. | 
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thaw that we delight in: — 
eancy in the; heart will reſpirs 
the lips, and where Gap js —_ 
ject, will teach the tongue the tone. 
guage of adoration, prayer, grati- 
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. EXPECTS tat, agrapably to 
the lawy of FRIENDSHIP, we Came 
near him, even to his ſeat, and tell 
bim what it is that we deſire, hope, 
or fear t chis. is ealled in the Palms 
a2 pouring ont of the heart before 
Gapmriruftin lum at all times ye her 
ple, pour aus your hearts before hin. 
Not that Gop wants any infarma- 
tion from us as to our cireamſtatices, 
proſpocta, 96: Rats. of ſpirit ; for ha | 
Lamar aur works aud ove labour, and 
a Falkeuae 3 Knosrs. every. thing: in 
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+ About us q but that he accounts 
ſuch communication fuitable to the 


dependence we place ver IP and | 


the love we bear ö i 
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interc ourſe with him, 1 he com- 
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eral” branches of it. What we 
fg of him he digniſies with the 
nat ie of PRAIs Es and accounts our 
impotent breath an addition to his 
keene glory. . Meretb 
Nag GroRITIE TR me met Our 
PxAyzx'is ſo highly acceptable 70 
him, that he takes one of his titles 
from his readineſs i in hearing it 
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and the S1Gns which eſcape us from. 
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fable gratitude, come up before bim F. 
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intercourſe with himſelf, by the pro- 
viſion he bas made for it ; he has 


| erected. a throne of mercy, and placed 
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onate our infirmities, Was 


himſelf made a partaker of huma- 
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of temptation. 4 nd 
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ſits upon it, and Jeſus ho intercedes 
before it. are both our P KIEN DS: 
and, for the, fame zeaſon we may 
come with boldneſs [to the dan 1 


glory and of judgment. 
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und ul nom WAIL I pray und ery albu, 
au bY pal: bear my voice xv. He re- 
ſolved, that in this moſt noble and 
moſt pleafing employment, he would 
Preverit che morning, and that he 
You 14 wait for Gp to ſpeak to him, 
. and do Homage at his throne more 
” Fed they that waĩted for its earlieſt 
beams. I ay more than they that wait 
Per tze morning T. Nay, midnight 
was to be witnefs tö his adoring dif- 
1 poſitions and expreflions—my month 
Hall praiſe thee with joyful lips, when 
Tremember thee npon my bed, and me- 
ditate on thee in the" night watches. 
He coveted the ſanctuary for the 
fake of its divine inhabitant, and 
'Welcomed its ſervices with the = 
pious and exalted affections. 
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that, I may; dwell in the hoe f ;the 


the. beauty. of the Lord, an to enqui: 
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Fy power. Properly - ſpeaking indeed, 


—— F&1END needs no ſervice, 
and can receive no aſſiſtance from us: 
it muſt be lit 0007. thut ue give 
Bim. Je earth is the Lords, and the 
Fllinefs:: thereof; the :world, and they 
that: dwell therein®*. God that made 
tb world, and all that is therein; fee- | 
ing be 1s Lord of all, Aavelleth not in 
len made with hai de, neither it 
worſhipped with monc hands, as though 
he. needed any thing +—the fountain 
, lie is uuth hint, the fountain 
ftom whencewe all participate. But 
Gop puts this dignity upon us, that 
he afſes our ſervice, and challenges 
dur aſfiſtance. IJinbo is on the FEY 
fee d. ham ſhall T fend, vic. with 

| ages and inſtructions, aud 


pl. Xxkiv 1. r -- vas ab, "24. 
2 Pi. XXXvI. 9. 8 Exod, xxxii. 26. 
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WITH GOD. ro 
ue ui go for ut , As he dignifies 
what we s Ax of him, and to him, 
wich the name of eras; ſo he dig 

nĩfies What we vo for him with the 
name of \SERVICE—yea, he calls it 
not only ſervice, which is what he 
may juſtly claim from all the crea- 
tures: he has made, but he calls it 
HONOUR; which is a word of diffe- 
rent import, and which expreſſes a 
thing we may either do, Oi: forbear 
to do. Them that noN OUR me will 
HONOUR 7. FThere ſhall be:-wonouR | 
for HoNowR,! only of a morerexcel- 
lent and valuable kind. 25 any Man 
ſerve me, ſays Jeſus Chriſt, bim will 
oy fut ber oN OUR F. And ſhall we 
refuſe aur SERVICE: to Go our dis 
vine en —_—_ he _— it __—_ 
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thei footing of ou nie; him n 


5 Non ! It is not becauſe he — 
P us, but becauſe he would do us a 


favour, by employing us, and by 


receiving from us again, as our gift 


as a prince or a noble honours a poor 


peaſant, by firſt enabling him to 
offer; gift and ſervice, and then con- 
deſcendingly accepting, and kindly 

rewarding it. And what ſhould be 


the return, I will not ſay of our 
GENEROSITY, but of our EQUITY ? 
Should it not be ſomething: of this 
fort—f Lord ſerve thyſelf of me, 
« and by me, as thou ſhalt pleaſe : 

«6. my — my. ſoul, my time, ny 


« all. were given by . ar 1 
«, would keep back nothing from 
This is the agar" of 
F RIENDSHIP, and it ſhould be our 
language 
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langwape to our high and everlaſting | 
FxIEN D- e receive from him upon 
all occaſions, e conſtantly lean upon 
His power, derive from his bounty, 
ſerve ourſelves of his creatures, and 
are repleniſhed out of his fullneſs 
and ſhall we not ſerve his cauſe? 
fhall we enjoy breath and being from 
him, and yield back nothing to hit? 
Tsrhis thyskindweſt wes ERTZEN BV 
del Aron ph n nisse 
VI. True FRIENDSHIf fuppoſes 
PERSEVERING AND beHANEABLE 
consFaNcy—and this muſt enter 
into- our FRIENDPSHIT WTI Gonk 
's Abs: Jie Ft 400 5115 38 111 Vale Dag : 
— eos TAN T in his TRIEN D. 
sHT for us: his promiſe is, Ti 
never leave thee; no forſake Bee. 
and his conduct; 18 of 4 Piece with 
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bist ptomiſe ur thoy:Lord haf, nur 


ferjaken them that feel thee#, Let 


us he CONSTANT in our FRIEND= 
SHIP. him. Wi.̃ read onceming 
Davrs and JoNv R, that they 
entered intoa coyN ANT of FRIEND>. 


sr + with each other, and that 
thoy S,] RR to that covenant. 


this kind ſhould pass 
mething of en Ein es dur 


m paſſed between Gop and us. 


Rvery vow, every act of ſelf- dedjca- 
eee, ee is COP 
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Goh. The very word 2 
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5 t a, -Ggnifjes an OATH, and Has 
a reference to that oath of fide- 
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thyſelf. from him. It is is very un- 


reaſonable and fooliſh when a preſent 
turns ſerved todeſert God, as though 


ve ſhould never want him again 
as though wie ſhould never more be 


in neceſſity, fear, or trouble We 


ſhall want him as, our FRIEND in 
every ſtep and ſtage of our journey 


cially: 


through life — we ſhall ei 


want him at death, and) the approach 


ef eternity - things that will come, 
and muſt be provided for. Beſides, 
come what will, the keeping out 
intereſt in Gop as our divine FRIEND. 


wilb always be an advantageous, and 


cherefae a wiſe piece of conduct, 
Here we , cb90/e'. that good pars that 
fall neuer be talen from us. Here 
we ſhall always be on the right 
fide—for'as Gop's cauſe muſt be 
—_— his FxiENDs muff Al- 
bag | Ways 
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ways come off with henour:- Br 
(ſuys the Ptophet) ul they bat foro 
ſite Lhbe ſhall'be aſhamed *: but ſted- 
faſt adherence to Gop is equally our 


duty and our glory. They ball not 
be "dſhanitd in àn evil time, and in the 


_ of Famine: they Heal be n +, 
III % i ot i ; $2995 
Lor un ſteady, vues un 
rang eable eonſtancy, the true ſer⸗ 
vants of Go and more eſpecially 
his fuffering ſervants, have been ex« 
amples. Hence ſpraug the noble 
deeds and wonderful atchieveme 


of that bright liſt of heroes which is 
given us by the writer to the He- 


brews T. The whole life, or dai ily 
| — ys of thoſe” men . 4 earth, 
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was one continued ſtruggle with ſuch 
evils as are moſt terrible 49 the ap- 
prehenſions of. mankind but they 
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: much the cloſer to him—and they 

| — behaved themſelves in all reſpedts as 

1 became che heirs of that moſt excel- 

if lent portion: that they locked for 
f Chewing us, and all-the warld, bow 
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N The character tal virtues of A 105 A- 
"nam Tur Friend or Gop, viz. 
_ FarTfh—Res16NATION—ZEAL. 
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ö AITH. FalTEH in Gomes the | 
WJ * Almighty, wiſe and holy ruler 
50f the univerſe— This was the lead- 
ing virtue in ABRanam's character, 
on vrhich account he is ſtiled he fa- 
tber of them that believe x, and Jaith- 
* al Abrabam +. His FAITH, for 
"the ſake of its excellent influence, 
Was imputed to him for righteouſneſs . 
and obtained for him the glorious 
* name under n. we are now con- 
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The grand act of his FAITH the 
writer to the Hebrews ſpecifies -in 
theſe words—By FAITH, ABRAHAM, 
when he was cailed to go out into a 1 
Place warch he ſhould after receive for £\ 
an inberitance, obeyed and he went * 
out, not knowing whither be went. 
By faith he fe Journed in the land of 
Promiſe, as in a ſtrange country; 
dwelling in tents with Iſaac ang Ja- 
cob, the heirs with bim of the ſame 
promiſe. For be | lgoked for a city © 
. which bath foundations,, whoſe builder | 
and maker is Gop *. The original | 
call of Abraham, to which theſe © 
words refer, you have in the book ' _ 
of Geneſis T. How extraordi ary 
a call was this what fortitude and 


faith were neceſſary to obedience . 
l To leave cane and kindred, and 
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80 to a diſtant land to believe him- | 
ſelf a FaTauxR of Narions, and to 

anticipate to himſelf a poſterity, nu- 

merous as the ſtars of the heaven, or 

the duſt of the earth, While as thu 
he was childleſs, and likely eyer.. 
remain ſo—to appropriate Canaan to, 
this his promiſed ſeed, while he him- 
ſelf was but a pilgrim and a, ſtranger 
there, without a foot of 9 2 oY 
he could call his on —an 
forward to their ſafe. and advan» 
tageous ſettlement there, 15 3 
wonderful previous changes, ag 
bondage of four hundred, year: 5-5 
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in 1 fils fojournings 3 yea, that with 


an omnipreſent deity on his ſide he 


ſhould always be AT HoM E, in point 
> ſecurity andenjoymen t—agrecably 
to the pleaſing ſentiment of Moss, 
Tord thou haſt been our dwelling place 
in all generations *, In all our wan- 


derings we had a HoME in thy "ae 


vour. And as to that part of the 
promiſe that reſpected the numerouſ- 

neſs of his poſterity, we are told, 
that again hope he lieved i in hope, 
having that Gop to truſt obo quick- 
eneth the dead T. In the FarTH of 
God's promiſe | to him, ſe dlemnly 


17 1905 * 


made, and frequently repeated, he 


both lived and died—as an inſtance 


of his faith, purchaſing a field of the 
people, amongſt whom he ſojourned. 
ace for himſelf my ' 


for a re ry | ples 
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4 PRIBNDSHIP 
his beloved Saran — firmly per- 
ſuaded that Go would one day vi- 
fit his deſcendents, and bring them 
thither to mingle their duſt with his 
own, as afterwards: came 6% pals. 
You ſee this faith of ABRanam was 
an influential and powerful principle, 
engaging him to forſake houſe and 
country, and to go wherever Gop 
Would lead bim batte alt 44s 
Now * 18 «lh» a part of Karan 
sHIr WITH God for us to have the 
like FaiTH in him, and, under its 
influence and direction, to ſubmit. 
chearfully to all the changes of this 
unſettled world. All the changes 
of habitation, place, employment, 5 
and FRIENDS too, ſhould be wil- 
lingly acquieſced i in, ſo long as we 
have reaſon to believe that we are 
under the guidance and command of 
6 our 
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our Almighty FRIRND Ae hb 
muſt not look at any 'circoumiftanees 
of hardneſs or grievoutneſs that his 
calls may in their firſt aſpectwyear, but 
muſt look at the power, any and. 
goodneſs of him that calls us. He 
can command us no where, but he 
ean take care of us; for the world 
is all his own; and every creature 
can be made a miniſter of his provi- 
dence ; in a wilderneſs he can Jang 
us a, with marrow and fatneſs.* 
know not indeed particularly * 
methods he will do it; yet in whats 
ever way it ſhall be done, therb is 
pleaſure in the thought) and to Gop 
beds 1s infinite _ in the Work. 
FE itt 1 A AAT Nos 
18 FA aa ee was another 
eminent virtue in ABRAHAngichis 
racter. The wonderful inſtance of 
it, which is recorded to his immor- 
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55 ngur, is che readineſs he ma- 


ed tog offer. his ſon in 1 dacrifice 
Recta Ds command 3 daß length 


A A 


F Gas 9 


five promiſe to him, and upon whoſe = 
life the compleat fulfilment: abſo+ 


X Iutely depended. By fait, ABRAy 
Kan, when. he was tried, ofie ered up 


T8AAC 3 3, and he that bad received the 
rome, ered up his only begotten 
Jenn of .10hom it was ſaid, that's in 1ſaac 
Hall toy feed be called u. What an 
act of F RIENDSHIP, to Gob, and 
truſt in him was this |, 
—— itſelf, and needs no com- 
ment. In proportion to the degree 
of our Fx RIENDSHIP with n we | 


® Heb zl. 7, 16. . 
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VV TH GD. 1235 
towards our great and heivenly 
Fxirvo, our reſignation thou 
entire; becauſe bis go. neſs and 
wiſdom are infinite. He firſt gav! 
us all we poſſeſs} and ſtill knows 
how to make the beſt uſe of all; 
both for us and for himſelf. He 
takes as well as gives with the kindeſt 


intention, and therefore Is in each 


eaſe equally intitled to dur 222 
Bin. It was token Ikea FRIEND; 
though be 


hands, nor abate my confidence in 
him, if he take even that away: 
Conſider the circumffances oF fm 
who made this noble declardfiol. 
His ſubttauce was deſttoyed His 
were flain— his Laaer 
wende with che iges dhe ele 
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ay me, yet wilt" I Huf in | 
him +. I will put my life in 1 
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126 ERIEND SHIP 
of a devil Hand nothing Was left him 
buta few falfaand miſtaken FRKENDS, 
fome'of whom tempted him to re. 
nounee his religion, and others would 
Have perſuaded him that he had no 
religion to renounce: at one timt 
urging Him to revile his Gop, and 
at another to revile himſelf: and yet 
In the midſt of all theſe trials Jos 
Hnned not, nor charged Gop fooliſhly x. 
cknowledging Gop's right to ALL, 
Friexnsure. muſt, not be offended 
af he take! $9ME <- There Þ a a ſpeech 
of the pious Archbiſhop of Cam. 
bray, that ſeems worthy of a plact 
inthe inſpired volume. If there 
needed no more than to move a 
«ſtraw to bring him back to life 
a0 Nen i would been it, Luchs 
* Job i. i. 23. + 12 his So . 
the Duke of Burgundy. Cambray's Life, 


S wake 


WITH G OD. 1 


*; « the pleaſure of Gop'is ot R wiſe. 
When Davip and Jovarnan bad 
made a covenant of FRIENDSHIP: 
with each other, the next thing we 
read is, that Jonathan ſtripped S 
ſelf. of the robe that was upon him, and 
gave it to David, and bis garments 
even. to his ſword, and to his bow, and 
fo. his girdle x. He gave him all he 
had, whether for covering, orna- 
ment, or defence. Something of 
this kind ſhould be our behaviour 
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towards our divine F RIEND. We N 
ſhould be willing to ſtrip ourſelves * 


of all mortal adyantages and de- 
| Lghts for his fake, holding nothing 
too dear to part with at his bidding; 
nothing our own when he calls fur 
it from us: and this i in imitation of 
he reſignation and FRIENDSHIP of | 
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* race 57 our Lord Feſus Crip, 
| 5 who when he 10as rich, for cur ſakes 


9"? 1 


. oor, that we by. bis Poverty 
might be made rich. Reſig gnation 
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33 18 chat em bracing th xecroſs of Chriſt, 


5 whi ch we cannot be worthy 
{= aud it is moreover, the.cer- er- 
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paration were our inevitable and im- 
Bars deſtruction, argues a little 


18 5 TY — OY 1110 
an has neyer beer enlarge 
Kern 125 e MON SIC SURTFALOE er IS 


65 RF? 
* I” - EE F, q 3 
72 AA . 3 2 4 5 380 V 41H22 
: wk. 2 or. viii. 9. IV 
+ * bo * ? 4 - Fa . * 
7 1x5 21 GAs ren n 
* 1 #4 1 w- ; þ 4} ww oe Xi 12 K. * — 111 8 _ 
Y 7 | * 
** Een * 
% 2 ” % * — wot P ſi 
Ft * 
2 22 * 


Sex 


73 TH cob #9 
by y the hope e : of eternal ob ſects: b 
0 ar we i quit the bees 805 Te 
preſent ſelf-ſeeking, and ſelf- gratifi- 
cation, which moſt men walk in, 


and in 4 ſteady and placid mann ner 
fob ect the diſpoſal of all our bleſſings 


to W e Gop who beſtowed them all 


ibi! is a great ſpirit; it is that over- 
coming both the world and ourſelves, 
which i is the higheſt victory we can 
attain 3 in our militant ſtate here 1 upon 
rt „ and which ſhall be followed 
with the hundred-fold reſtitution of 
it we now loſe i in heaven. by 
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"mm; 2A was another diftin 
guiſhed virtue in ABRanam's | che 
cter : ZEAL for Gop and his ho- 


+ IIIA 


zeal is inſeparablefrom true FXIEN B- 
SHIP. What! is it my Friend's 
cauſe? III ſerve the cauſe of my 
oY ' 2:1 Rt FRIEND 


men. This kind of 
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FRIEND to the utmoſt of my power. 
And this ſhould be our reſolutibi 
with reſpect to Gop our Almighty 


Fkinxp en high. Gop, himſelf 


bears teſtimony to ABRAHAM on this 
head. He gave this as one of his 


reaſons for communicating to him 
the terrible judgments he was about 


to execute upon the ancient ſinners: 


"Shall T hide from ABRAHAM the' thing 


that I am about to do? and why not 


from Abrahani as well as others Pers 
it was becauſe of the good: uſe he 


would make of the intelligence and 


the manner in which he would ap- 
1 ply it for the ſpreading 2 revetence 
for GOD and his f government all 
around him. I know him, and be 
wil command his. children and hig 
Hotzſbold after him, and they fhall keep 


the ay of the Lone, t; to ut Juſtice and 
of! 4 Judgment. 


WITH G 0D. 131 


judgment *. I xNow- ABRAHAM: 1 


can- truſt * for this. This is a 


great character, : and "It: ſhould be 


ours. It will be ours, if our FRIEND 
sur to Gop is ſincere. Almighty 
God has a cauſe and intereſt i in this 
apoſtate world, and he calls upon us 
to defend and ſerve it. Our. pen, 
our purſe, our learning, our autho- 
_ rity, all the ſeveral advantages of our 
ftations and callings, . muſt be di- 
rected to this end. To enlighten 
the ignorant—to reclaim the wick- 
ed—to convince gainſayers—to di- 
rect, encourage, and ſtrengthenin the 


road to eternal life—to turn men 


from darkneſs to light—and from 


the power of ſatan” unto Gop—this, 


this is ſerving the cauſe and intereſt 
d of Gab in the world : the e doing 1 
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132 FR BEN NNH M 
he calls ant! Aacyounts-our; HONORS | 
INgchim: ou neglectigg to do. it he 
reſents, and will puniſh. And how 
juſtly 2, how juitly,,may he upbraid 
ang condemn our ſupineneſs and in- 


difference, in this article? A liberal 
and ingenuous perſon Would be very 


deeply wounded by ſuch a recrimi- 
nation as this, you have not uſed 


Me, Well zou, have not treated me 


like a Fau EN. Let us all take care 
that t the great Gop have not this 
rst to to. bring againſt us. A 
FRIEND land ſee my name diſho- N 
ace bounty abuſed . and my 
| 1 18 ampled in the dirt! This 
is hat Govp in effect hath ſaid; and 


with ſevere upbraidin gs, very awak- 
_ ening:: chaſtiſements have followed 
the indifference of ſome upon 514 


head, who were nevertheleſs in their 


5 own 5 and intentions fin- 
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cere and upright before him. Von 
are acquainted with the calamities 
that alighted upon ELi's family; 
and this is given as the cauſe; zh? 
iniquity anbich be knew, but did not 
correct; becauſe is fons made them 
ſelves -viles- and be reftramed” thim 
not x. The true Friend" of God 
ſays; Do not bate them, O Lord, 
that hate tbee? and am I not grieved 
with thoſe that riſe up agei nM thee 75 
 Depurt from me ye evil doers, e T 
ill keep the' commandments of: my 
Gon. I an 4 companion 7 Pre 
that: fear thee; and of them that iy” 
thy Precchlb hi. Thy" Brigtom kom, 
thy vill be ne oi car rh ahn bi beöbeß. 


A/ 1 ani idr 197 £1: 77 
1 Sam. ii. 13˙ 1 Pberix. 71901 Vergog” | 
$ Matt. Yb 155 5 10 Sfb 203 
wods ni else % 919W oflw bel 
an 2010970 i tack ELM Roqub M470. 
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85 ome moſt excellent -perfeltions of Geb 
weh render a ſlate of FRIEND= 
$H1P with him infiunely "de efirable, 
viz. PowER—OMNIPRESENCE— 

Iv) PaYraruLves —ErTeRNITY. | 


0 W. E 8 This is a ve- 
14 nerable attribute of deity, 
and when conceived of as engaged 
on our fide, pleaſing and lovely. 1 
1 know that thou canſi do every thing * 
(faid Jos) ſtruck with awe at thoſe 
Wonderful effects of the power of 
Gov, which in the lofty ſtrain of 


* Job xlii, 2. | 


ol £ 11 deity 


_I<WHTHY COD: az; 
deity: had been recounted to him; 
and by the mention of which all 
created power was confounded" and 
ſilenced. VI ea of flrexath, lo, 

he. ts ſtrong *. when aſcribed to him 
the word has a meaning. Power 
belangeth. unto Gor. +. Creature 
_ claims muſt beexeludedy; all being 
weakneſs when. fet in compariſon 
with his might. Beſides extradrdi- 
nary exertions of the power of Gop, 
which have in all ages commanded 
the attention and fear of the children 
of men, the ſtill and uniform dif- 5 
play OH} itz" in upholding the frame 
of the earth; and the orbs of the 
heavens challenges our admiration, 
and wWe may daily ſtop and adore its 
And in this power of God; the 
FAI rp of Go has Hang intereſta 


4 Jobis. 19. + P. Idi. 11. 
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Gen ds deſcribed 8 ift & nine pat. 
ſeſfigg ik for bis fake, aud he i a 
cditaged to make his humble claims 
— "The Her g of he Era, Fun " 


850 dog in Bebe of t 25 55215 
Bart it perfect towards him x. Armed 


8222 


0 985) m the ente 


Sion [ e are nor 1 to 
anſio + thee in this matter: our Gos, 
whom we ſerve, is able to deliver 1, «1 
ad ze vill delten us out of thine i 
Band, 0 ng +. Nebuchadne Els j 
emiaged a and dierte vilage the mat 


niigiity men of his army that be 
called about him to revenge this in- 


ſalt; his claim of uncontroulable d of 


* 2 Chron. xvi. $. 
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438 FRTENDSHIP 
we are made for an everlaſting ex- 


iſtenee. Give me the FRIEND that 


can conduct me through all the 


changes of life, death, and the re- 


brrection. 


b B ite laps 


II. Gop 49: Sue ira neu- 286 | 


this makes ae a moſt desirable 


PRIEND, -- 
1 5 3 . 


Aa men daes many 


9 thoſeFRIENDSHIPS which 
dseath will fhortly diſſolve. But our 


divine FRIEND is ever near. We 
cannot ſee thoſe diſconſolate borders 
that are not filled with his preſence 
end bounty, or from which the ex- 


preffions of our duty and joy cannot 


reach him. A virtuous heathen 


once conſoled himſelf with this per- 


ſuaſion, that whitherſoever he ſhould 


be baniſhed, he ſhould fill be able 


wn | to 


re the works ef Gon, and to 


to ad 


f maintain conuerſe with Gobi. This | 


makes, every ptace alike good do the 
FRIEND Of Gon g and in every place 
he is alike happy. His prayer can 

no wheretbidoſt in che wind, nor 
His profhſſiohs f reſpect: ſeattered 


with the duſta GOD is near vo, all 


them that cull upon him near to 
ſupply, near to juſtiſi + them. And 
as his PRESENCE, ſo rhis!: KN o- 
LEDGE«i$ univerſal and infinite: he 


can judge of our appeals from men 


of our appeals to himſelf - ſo that 


we may at all times, and in all places, x 


have the divine ſatisfactions of con- 


ſeious innocence, and an approving 
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% er uten lade further indulge to 
that. Z 


Gop.is. « Fx1ewp-ever-proſen 
with us: there are ſeveral 
inſtances of ſolitude to which it may 


ge moſt charmingly applied: Somhe- 
times we ar do be eee 


reſt of the bod 0 


| pleaſing. is: — we —— 
ve FRIEND xith ue to be 
ale to ſay, Lil. deri lay 


ne uo 
an i geure and feep, fon tb Lord only 


nge ing dwell in ſafety n. When I 
| agoate,, F am flil ith dar-. k- 
966; PAY he ee RE 


Naw ax this Glitude — 
the, preſence, of Gon, Sit ig made 
gh delightf vl andim proving 1 


kf x iv. vai 1 Kl. crix 18. 
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ani Friend 5ſt thou put fur from! He 

and mint acquaintance into darkneſs A 

There is the ſolitude of a fick * B 

ber and above all, the ſolitude of 

death. Then we muſt be albne- T" 
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no: dying i 19% tranſaction that will 
wholly lie betweem Gop and our- 
ſel ves. gd o Have him then preſent 


ag KRIENDH＋to have him: co 40 
us at death, as to PAUL in the ſtorm, 


„or I am with 


joy. Doſt tliou, Bleed ion, thus 
commande me, | FEAR} Nom abe 
though, I walk» through the me 


be /oadew of deaths I eee 


eee 1 Mit a 
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III. THE PAITHFULNESS * 


5 order attribute that eee 
| a moſt de ſirabis EBEN to us 


*bns eu dir gnivb ono a8 οννοανẽi1 
Aman who wasshimielf very in- 
fseere and prevaritating could bear 


Pl. 4 . 
this 
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this teſtimony to God; He is not a 
man that he ſhould lie: Hath be.ſeid, 
and ſhall le not do le In this at- 


teſtation of the faithfulneſs: of Gon. 


there is an oblique glance at the un- 
faithfulneſs of men. They impoſe 
upon our credulity, fail us in our 


PSA Y 


our expectations eit is an old com- 


plaint, that the faithful fail from 


amongft the childgenyfimen : but auh, 


O Lord Gon ef heli is a flrang Lord 


like unto thee # apa to thy feithfulneſs 
round about r? What ſad work is 
often made. in human FRIEND&HTPS | 
by cauſeleſs jealouſies, evil reports, 
ſlender ſurmiſes, and the imagina- 


tion of. ;neglects and offences, which 
were never real; but our divine 
FRIEND. Poth knows our cory 
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144 FRIENDSHYP 
and pardons our infirmity; and' there- | 
fore with him we can neyer ſuffer 
from ſuch cauſes. Above all, what 
bonds of faith and Frienpsmie 
have been broken by wants, and 


cares, and calamities on one fide, 


and wealth, and honour, and eleva- 
tion on the other! How few will 
know ea man in trouble, or be wil- 
ling to renew or acknowledge former 
connections with him I looked on the 


rigbt band and beheld, but there was 


ro man that would know me; refuge 


failed me, no man cared for my foul v. 
All my inward. FxIENDS abborred 


me + (ſaid Jos :) his crime was, that 


he was become afflicted and poor: 
This made a diſciple deny his maf- 


ter: ann, 1 — 


3 p - N i Ws 


= PC eri. 45 C | t Jobs xix. 10 


| 15 148 . | kink 
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kemi N te was ben tw 
mount, ſhining in all the gl 905 
his! transfiguration — he knew him 
hen: he fed tlie multitude by mid 
raele - and as forward to declare his 


knqwledge Hau art Chriſt, the fon of 


the living Gon But when he ſtood 
a poor / in ſulted priſoner at the bar of 
the; High iBrigft; then he knew him 
not. 10 Fhis vas HAUs eaſe too: 0 


man flo l meg: butt all men forfook 


nie fo little Will the beſt i cauſe ſes 
cure the world's attachment to one in 
diſtreſs. But Gop:s:ways are not as 
ours. Hecis wich us while we are 
with. him on: Trouble is deſcribed as 
ingtingrhis help and preſence ; and 
hacis rtvoked by 


for trouble is near, and there is none 
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46 F RIEN DiS/H I/P 
to help N. Vain as this plea would be 
with men, it has its power and pre- 
valence. with GoD. He met JAcoB 
and Davip in a wilderneſs - and fol- 
lowed: Jos EP into a priſon. te. 


came to PAuL when in the caſtle of 


the chief captain—and to add dig- 
nity to deliverance upon another oc- 
caſion, ſhook: the foundations of the 
place he was confined in by an earth- 
quake . . The reſt of the Aros TLES ; 
were perſecuted, but not forſaken. — 
Johx, in his. baniſhment to a_diſ- 
conſolate iſland, was entertained with 
the revelation of celeſtial glories : 1 
and Jesvs, in his unparalleled ſuf- 
ferings, was never alone, the Father 
being with him. Thus faithful is 
Go in his FRIENDSHIP and fa- 
vour : F 0 let us be faithful to him 


Pl. xx. 11. t Acts xvi, 


WII. G0 D. 147 
n= let us not break with him . 
whiny will 1 never break with us—and 
whoſe. promiſe is, be tbou faithful 
_ unto death, and I will give thee 4 
crown of life x. Let us, with the 
ſpirit and language of holy reſolu- 
tion, demand with St. Paul, 20 
ſhall ſeparate, us from the love of 
Gop? Let us with faith and forti- 
tude, like him, give the challenge 
to all human evils, and we ſhall, as 
he was, be more than n 
through him that hath loved us gd 
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IV. 'Gop is_ 88 EVERLASTING. 
FRIEND: and this makeshis FR IEND= 
SHIP to the utmoſt degree deſirable. 


Hear d bow! at his thajatte 
name: THE KING ETERNAL, 
IMMORT AL, INVISIBLE ! Un- 


* Rev. i ii. Shs « +: Rom. vii. 35 · 
I i Tim. i. 17. 
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Sg cable life is à moſt glorious at- 
tribute. This ſhews unqueſtionable 
DIVINITY. © LIvIde and TRUE are 
therefore) Joke i og in "the _ 
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Ak, The Lord is the TRUE Ges, 
be i 7s the LIVING Gop, and an EVER 
LASTINGKiNG * -The LIVING anõ 
TRUE Gon . the TRUE, becauſe 
the LIVING." This juſt and exalted 
ſentiment vie have in another place g. 
De Vefſed and ox uy Pitontate, the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
_ WHO ONLY HATH IMMOR- 
*TALIT - 7 It is this that makes 
him the ONLY potentate, as well as 

. the BLESSED. VIZ. his excluſive 

claim to immortality. Without im- 

mortality all 1 is mock majeſty. - "We 
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the earth EET — — 


_ —— can there be a ſeverer fa- 
tire? But to GOD belongs original, 


underived, incorruptible life; he bas 


Life in himfelf , and is the ſpring, of 
it to others; v and therefore very ſuit- 
ably addreſſed by a good man in this 
form, Gop / ny life] The 1M6- 
anker ITy of Gon makes him the 
worthy object of wokshir. PAUL 
— worſhip to him from the 
heathen, by this conſideration: We 
preach, unto you that ye ſhould. turn 
From; theſe; vanities unte- che LIVI NG 
Gp . This attribute makes 
ran ur, Ru all >—of 
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traſt in the extremeſt dangers, and 
bur our pre in the greateſt ſuf 
| Sher pre we both labour, And 
72 reproach, ; becauſe wwe rut in 
the vrvine GOD How does death 
ſink the value of human FRIEN D- 
snlIrs A man ſmiles upon me, and 
promiſes me fair; and the next news 
Thear of him is, that he is dead. 

Hit breath goeth forth, he returneth 
tu his eurth, in that day bir 'thoughts 
periſh r. Hence the complaint of 
many a deſerted creature: I had 
a FRIEND onte that would have 
ſtood by ine in my preſent diffi- 
2culties* I could . aſk his counſel, 
J could: command his ſubſtance=— 


but he is gone. Gop will leabe 


1 no ſuch complaints: fitly 
therefore is the LIVING Gop con- 


* 1 Tim. iv. 10. E +'P ſ; Abi 4. 


WII T H/ 8 0 2 151 
traſted with UNeERTAIN RICHES, 
and the fading enjoyments of this 

world * he LoRD liveth; and blefſed 
be ny roch, and let the Gon f my 
ſalvation be exalted +4: The IMMok- 
TALI T of Gop is a ſufficient ſeeu- 
rity for the accompliſhment of all 
his promiſes and our hopes: While 
Gop is ETERNAL as well as FAITH- 
ru, no promiſe can be loſt. Death 
may intervene, and we paſs away, 
but his promiſe ſhall ſtand, From 
this ETERNITY of Gop in conjune- 
tion with his TRUTEH, we believe 
there ſhall be a reſurrection of the 
patriarch's duſt, and the martyr's 
aſhes; and the fulfilment of all 
their expectations who died in faith. 
 ABEL's rigbteouſneſ.ENoch's godli- 
_ neſs—Noan's pious fear—andABRA- 
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FD between death and the reſurrec- 


ages, from the beginning of the 
inſtated in the poſſeſſion of eternal 


one day is as a thouſand years, and 4 
thouſand years as ene day * ; his eter- 
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HAM's fled; 7 faltb—are all ſure of 
8 S and wwe foall te made 


Perfect with them. The long inter- 
tion ſhall paſs under his eye ; and at 
the ſet time that be bat appuinted, 
he ſhall remember us; and wiſe 
and holy men of all nations and 
ereation to the end of it, ſhall be 
life together, by that Gop to whon 
nity ſwallowing up time, and all the 
an by which we: n it. 


11 is the — of a — ad 
en writer F—< That in a F RIEND 


* 2 Pet, i 11. & 3 + The Lord Bacon. 
« that 
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60 « children, his family, and his af 
0e fairs after him.“ With how 
much more reaſon may this be ſaid 
of our IMMORTAL FRIEND, whoſe 
Mercy 4s. from generation dre grnera- 
tion upon them that fear him; 
providence. will brighten. the cha- 
racter, and. endear the memory of 
the juſt man; and who, can proſ- 


per and: bleſs every valuable intereſt 
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that we leave behind us in, this: 
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ADVANTAGES reſulting from thit re- 
| preſentation of a religious charater, 
viz. that it is niaintaining FRIEND 
SHIP WITH GOD. RELIGION 7s 
erbibited i in the moſt pleafing g aſpett 
f | 
Van incomparable luſtre and beauty 
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6 1 are caſt upon PrRoviDENCE—AFr- 
'PLICTION 7s made light and caß 
Mi - oh notion of DRATH f. improved, 
andthe Preſpect of zt made familiar 
3 and amiable. | 
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ELIGION i is exhibited i in the 


moſt pleaſing form it can 
wear. Z 
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WITH 6:0 D. 385 

A lovelier idea of religion could 
not have been deviſed : one would 
imagine it was ſo repreſented on 

_ purpoſe to engage and, charm the 
world, and make all mankind its ; 
votaries. How good is Gop to put 

| the whole of our devotional demea- 
nour to him upon this footing ! and 
3 inſtead of commanding. us to ſubmit 
to him as flaves, or obey him as 
2 dbjett, to ſay, live in daily inter- 
ry courſe with me as F RIENDS | Vour 
love and truſt, your devotedneſs and 
i ſubjection, your prayer and praiſe, 5 
_ thall be called FRIENDSHIP, and 
not! Duty. How good is. Gop on 
his part and how. delightful and a 
eligible ſhould all religious ſenti- 
ments, habits, and acts, be on ours! 
Ve who fancy a harſhneſs and bon- 
: dage to belong to religious exerciſes, 
attend to this view of them, _ They 
are 
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and FRIENDS not to perform a hard 


the gay ſenſualiſt, or the ſordid 
worldling) for! why to enjoy the 
beſt, of all FRIENDS, and to engage 


neſß. To delight, himſelf in the 
contemplation of infinite perfection 0 


=O — — 
B * 
* = 


caſting all his cares upo 


are ſo many ways by which a good 
man expreſſes his FRIENDSHIP, for 
the beſt of beings, and draws down 
his FRIEN DSHIP upon himſelf in re- 
turn. Conſider religion in this light, 
and it is well worth while to leave 
he moſt important buſineſs —; the 
moſt entertaining company, to mind 
it. A good man leaves company 


taſk, or to go into a diſconſolate ſo- 
litude,: What does he go for? (ſays 


+ 
* 
A 


for a while in the beſt of all buſi- 


to put himſelf under the guidance 
of almighty Providence to diveſt 
his anxious heart of every Gare: by * 

relieve 


VWITH GOD. 127 
relieve himſelf under every oppreſs< 
ing evil by the exerciſes of reſigna- 
pects bright by the elevations of 
faith and hope — and to eſtabliſh his 
ovvn comfort, by looking to G0 
as his W and to heaven as his 
home. This is the true light in 
which to conteive' of ſecret religion; ** 
and of the FRIXVD of Gop as em- 

ployed in it and is this gloomy? 25 
No wonder that ſuch man re 
liſhes RETIREMENT; and welcomes 
the ſeaſons of it: to him it is no 
act of ſelf-denial, n kind of un- 
willing conſtraint, no interruption 
of beloved Madan to retire. and” 
converſe with his maker: ſuch 4 
man (according to the faying g of the 
philoſopher) Is never leſs: alone 
than hen moſt alone! A ſtranger 

n not with his We . 


158 FRIENDSHIP 
in his communion with the F ather 
of ſpirits, he enjoys more in an hour 
than the ſons of diffipation, and pro- 
feſſed NEO enjoy in a life time. 


Amt en as to PUBLIC DUTIES— 
| Confider. THEM. in the light of 
FRIENDSHIT WITH DELTY, and as 
the means both of expreſſing and 

improving that FRIENDSHIP, and 
what an appearance have they l in- 
ſeteead of ſaying with the hypocritical 
* 4 r: Jews. hen will the new: moon be 
N gone, and the r- be ended——what 
2 wearings is it! We ſhall ſay with 

another perſon, a day in thy court ts 

ge fan a Om 944771 


1 98 
as + 


HIVES as Pal PLEASURE. * religion 
is manifeſt from this repreſentation 

of it, viz. FRIENDSHIP WITH, GoD, 
ſo alſo its (GRANDEUR\; the doing 
July. 


F SOD. 139 
July, and loving mercy; is called 

WALKING WITH Gop, than which 
no higher nen can neg An —_— 
man. e #44 


II. This repreſentation” of reli- 
gion, 'viz. that it is FRIEnNDSmre 
- wiTH Gop, reflects an incomparable 
a beauty OO Feen 80 


. * 1 4 1 + - 
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How elbe a une is it 
? P it is a thought that may at any 
time, at all times, ſpring up in a 
good man's mind) all that pertains 
to me, to my preſent, or my final | 
ſtate—all is in the hands of a 
FxignD, of a powerful, a faithful, 
an ever preſent FRIEND: I can be 
no where but he will be with me 
can ſee no changes but what he muſt 
appoint can ſuſtain no evils but 
what he can over- rule to my benefit: 
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16% PRIENDSHLP 
if 1, ſuffer, my ſufferin won't be 


penal; t they will be but a part of 
his FRIENDLY; diſcipline 1 the fruit 


of love, and not of wrath. pilz, 


* Wen our | bleſſed ee at- 


tempted to fortify the minds of his 
timorous diſciples, he did it by this 
conſideration, viz. that he was: their 
faſt and affured FRIEND. . I ſay unto: 


J,. MY FRIEnDs, be, not afraid of 
them that kill the body * ; 


let my 
FRIENDSHIP preclude toons fear. I 
Will take care of my FRxIENDS—ſo 
that either your enemies ſhall: not 
kill) you, or if they kill you, they 
ſhall not hurt you. Now, foraſ- 
much as Gon calls us F RIENnS, let 
his declared FxiEN DSHIP have a like 


Ra 3 us 3: Co Sel our ſpirits, 
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all the confidence of faith and hope. 
Is Gop my Friend (may a good 


man ſay) then he will order all for 


the beſt, both while 1 live, and when 
I die; and after my death he can 
take care of all that I care for i in 
this world; fo that every intereſt js 
ſecure, - and every fear groundleſs. 
This makes the divine government 


appear lovely, and our concern with . 
the world fit os upon our 9 10 x 


III. TY a Ngo man, as "ach! | 


a FRIEND oF Gop, how prepared 


5 ſhould he be for alflictions, in virtge 


of (won a relation | * 


He may in all conditions adopt 


st. PaAuL's conciſe and deſcriptive 


| account of himſelf and his brethren : 
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diſh ipating our fears, and enabling 
us to look forward into futurity with 
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162 FRIENDS HIP 
troubled on every fide, yet not: FI fareſſed. 
perplexed, but not in "de air : caſt 
. down, but not deferoyed : as forrowful, 
} i | | yet always rejoicing © 40 having No- 
11 thing, and yet paſſeſſing all things x. 
A FRIEND or God can never be in 
a ſtate that is to be pronounced deſ- 
perate. LIP B itſelf is not eſſential 
to his comfort: he may be happy 
though he dies; and he muſt die 
before he can be happy completely. 
In all afflictive changes the FRIEND 
of Gop has HIM near, who is deno- 
minated the Gop or HoPE; THE 
0D WO ' COMFORTETH. THEM 
AT Ak cAsr Dow: the goods 
of ſuch a man may be ſpoiled, but 
his ſoul abides in peace: in the ex- 
erciſes of DIvINE FRIENDSHIP, ſuch 
as reſignation, faith, and hope, he 
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has one heaven in poſſeffion, as well 


as another in reſerve: in the. cruel 


diſappointments and bitter com- 
plaints of the children of this world, 
whoſe portion is in this life, he has 
no part ori ſhare: his - treaſure 45 
in heuuen * n and can therefore no 
more be affected by the convulſions 
of the earth; than the ſun can be 
injured by a ſtorm, or the firma- 
ment be removed by an earthquake. 
And, as agreeably to our 'Saviourls 
remark, where the: treaſure is, © the 
bart will be alſo add, that the 
Friend of Gop has, in his heavenly 
; N e and affections, a fund of 
ſublime! and permanent entertain 


ment! he has that ſpiritual mind 


'W 5 ch i 18 life and peace, and which 
<ffectually bee gg _ 46: tran- 
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A? „Aebordinghy, Wee had happy in 
che FRIEN DSHIP of heaven, St. Paul 
bids defiance to the miſeries of the 
earth, in a ſtrain of rhetoric, which 
nothing but the divine Spirit could 
ever have dictated. One who! poſ- 
ſeſſed as much natural greatneſs c of 
ſoul as an apoftle®, and THAT carried 
to the higheſt pitch by the noble 


*conſiderations- and the moſt e EXTE 


5 


4enr influence of "Chriſtianity; glofies 
upon the incomparable paſſagel fe- 
fer to + ſomewhat in "this manner. | 
Having magnanin nen red 
every POSSIBLE” ttnible to ſepare 

kim from Go v. : and 4 by o doing 


-4 woah, 
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W 1TH GOD. 195 
alt. his wretchedneſs, ſuch as 
tribulation, di Nreſs, perſecution, fa- 
mine, nakedneſs, peril, and the ſaword.— 
and finding none of theſe. to anſwer | 
to the challenge — but that both 
ſingly, and in this combination into 
which he had thrown them, all were 
ſilent—he goes on in the elevations 
of his faith to ſuppoſe even IMPOS= 
SIBLE trials, ſuch as the attempts of 
angels, principaliti es, and powers, 
againſt him : he may indeed be ſup- 
poſed to ſpeak of EIL, angels and 
t : but ſhould he be conceived 
as f xaking of Go0D ones, (q. d.) 
- very angels of heaven, VWwere 
they to attempt it, could not ſe- | 
parate us from the divine FRIEx D- 
SHIP, or make us wretched while 
we enjoyed it—there would be no- 
thing in this but what might be ac- 
| counted for „ uncommon ſub- 
Yn bits its limity 
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166 FRIENDSHTP 
limity of Paul's ſpirit in the pre- 
ſent caſe, affecting to encounter dif- 


ficulties that will never happen: 


Nay, in all theſe things we are more 
than conquerors : I am perſuaded that 
theſe can do ee Nin et 157061 


Iv. If a „ life be F. RIEND- 


SHIP WITH Gob, then to a goed 


man the notion of DAR is greatly 
improved ; and the WRAY al it is 
made familiar and pleaſant. 


* 
. VF ©; Tl \ 


Is Gop our FRIEND! then dying 


is going to a FRIEND, to a. Power- 


ful and faithful FRIEND, with whom 
we ſhall find every thing that can 


make up our happineſs and with 


whom we may ſecurely leave all our 
affairs. It is going to a FRIEND 
that will meet us on the road con- 
duct 5 to his houſe and make us 

wn 


7 
4 
* 8 4 + 4 


——— eo ů 


everlaſtin gly welcome. and e 
there. 1 


The parting, with Faires 1s abs 


very {ting of death itſelf. But how 


is this ſting extracted, when it is re- 
collected that though death diſ- 
ſolves all other FRIENDSHIPS, it 


confirms and eſtabliſhes this, which 
is the beſt of all. So far from diſ- 
ſolving this beſt of all connections, 
it makes it the ſtricter, the more 


perfect and entire, as well as Pete 
petual. 


„Her plvaling:s e tus | 
croſs a good man's mind when heart 
and fleſh are failing: I am going to 
my divine FRIEND, without any 
thin g unfriendly in me towards him, 
and without cauſe for fearing any 
ching unfriendly from him. Death 


is 
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l FRIENDSHIP 

e, how ho calls me away 
by him: it is no enemy it is no 
ſtranger: we have lived in friendly 
intercourſe while at a diſtance ; ; and 
now he calls me nearer, that the cor- 
reſpondence may be continued with 
infinite advantage to all eternity. nor 


4 perſon who dies thus, needs 
never to object either to the time or 
the manner of dying: he can never 
be ſo attached to other F RIENDS, 

can never be fo buſy, either with. 
them, or for them, but it muſt, be 
worth while 'to throw up all, and 
80 at Gop's ſummons. To depart 
and be with Gop, muſt, to the 
F RI END or Gop, be far better than 
to remain here in any imaginable 


circumſtances of dees or uſe- 
fulneſs. 


w I T H G O D. 169 
fullieGs.” Nothing can hs loſt to 


him, by finding Kixfalf in Gop's 


arms : no pleaſure loſt, by entering 
into his maſter's Joy—his father's 
houſe—his friend's embrace. 


Now what a view of death is this! 


The FRIENDS of Gop's FRIEND need 


not ſay as THoMas did with reſpect 


to Lazarus, Let us alſo go that we 
may die with him : he has the beſt of 


all FRIENDS not dying with him, 
but living for him: living to re- 


ceive f and ee to 2 
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is dying SAFELY. Ned 
out of FxIENDSHIT WITH Gob, 


may be ſaid, not ſo properly ro vie, 
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170 FRIENDSHIP 
as to be SLAIN WITH DEATH: of 


— — a 
8 . 27 


them death makes un utter end, ſo 


far as relates to hope and happineſs— 
the Friend of Gop ſurvives the 


blow and triumphs beyond it. 


This 1s dying COMFORTABLY. 
This FRIENDSHIP ſoftens the dying 


pillow—delights in the agonies of 
death—and gilds the hovering ſha- 


dows of the grave. With the D1- 


vine FRIENDSHIP death wilt be no 
more to us than it was to Mostxs: 
Gov faid, Go up into that mountain 
and die *: and his ſervant did it. No 


morethan Jacos's deſcentintoEgypt: 


Fear not, JacoB t go down into 


Egypt, for I will go with thee, and 
will ſurely bring thee up again T. 
Prom God as our FREEND, we may 


eur I f Gen. Xvi. 3. 


as 
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as chearfully go down to our houſe 
of bondage; and with an equal cer- 
tainty of being brought up again. 


In his own. time, he will remember 


us: and will ſend us deliverance from 


death, by the ſame hand that has 


already brought us deliverance from 
tin; When that ſolemn and intereſt- 
ing period which he has appointed 
ſhall be come, and all perſons and 
things in the upper and lower worlds 
| ſhall be ready, he will give command- 
ment concerning our bones : the dead 


ſhall ariſe : his own FrienDs firſt : 


and the world, like a theatre that 


has anſwered the purpoſe for which 


it was erected, and which was no 
other than the tranſacting the won- 
derful work of human redemption, 


ſhall be broken to pieces and con- 


ſumed. Acertain emperor * having on 
| * Theodoſius, 
„ a great 
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172 FRIENDSHIP. 


a great occaſion, o opened his priſons 5, 
and releaſed his captives, 1s ſaid to 


have expreſſed himſelf in the follow- 


ing humane, though inefficacious 
wiſh—and now, would to Gor I could 


open the tombs, and give life to the 


dead—this our divine and heavenly 


FRIEND, both can do, and will 
do. Our friend Lazarus fleepeth : 


(ſaid Jeſus Chriſt) but I go to awake 
him out of bis fleep *—ſo will Gor 

awake his FRIENDS from death 
raiſe them by his power, and adorn 


them with his glory. And what ac- 


count ſhould we make of death, 
when it is to be followed by ſuch a 


reſurrection? Come when, and how it 


will, death will be our FRIEND while 
Gop is ſuch. The firſt attacks may 
ſtartle and alarm us, but as the power 


* John xi. 11. 


of 
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of deathis broken, our ſafety and com- 
fort are enſured. At the beginning 
of the ſtorm the diſciples were af- 
frighted— but as ſoon as they knew 
that it was IE Sus, they took cou- 
rage. Something of this kind will 
happen to us at death: the firſt on- 
ſet will diſmay and terrify for which 
reaſon death is called the failure of 
our HEART, as well as of our FLESH 
: —but as ſoon as our relation to Gon, 
as FRIENDS, is recollected, the tu- 
mult will ſubſide; we ſhall venture 
into the world of eternity at his call, 
as PETER walked upon the ſea at 
the call of Chriſt—ſhall find all firm 
and ſtable under us, and ſhall get to 


the haven where we would be. 


Compared with this, how mean 
is the ambition of dying rich! Or 
in any of thoſe circumſtances of diſ- 

Ex tinction, 


17% FRIENDSHIP 
tinction, and advantage over others, 
which are ſo highly valued, and ſo 
vehemently coveted by the children 
of men! A man may have all the 
comforts of this life, and yet die 
comfortleſs: in death as well as at 
the reſurrection, the upright tall 
have the dominion. Let them die upon 
a ſolitary mountain, or in an unfte- 
quented wood — nothing is loſt in 
point either of ſafety or benefit 
the way to Gop will lie open to a 
ready and well prepared ſpirit from 
journey be to that world where all 
are FRIENDS of Gop where the 
ſacred flame is reflected from breaſt 
to breaſt, and all diſaffection 1 a5 266 
ed for ever. 
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Some GENERAL REFLECTIONS on 
the 2 of FRIENDSHIP with 
' Gov. He ſee where to place the 
real dignity of human nuture 
we hearn that living in'the body is 
entirely confiſtent with'a very nbble 
and exalted kind of lift -und, we 
ſhould aſpire after that life, it being 
uo more than the excellence ani hap- 
ou Yf our ju . e * 


I. "E Go where to- 0 thay 

real dignity of human 

nature. A caPaciry for Tris 
FRIENDSHIP, and moſt of all, the 
CULTIVATION of it, raiſes us above 
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175 FRIENPSHIP 
the brutes, and puts us upon a level 


with angels. Do angels converſe 


with Gop—ſo may we; are they 
bleſſed in his FRI EN DSHI and fa- 
vour—we may be the fame. Upon 
this let us value ourſelves: and the 


more we do value ourſelves upon 


this: honour, | the leſs ſhall we be 
in danger of over-valuin g ourſelves 
upon other, and inferior conſidera- 
tions. Men uſually rate themſelves 


high enough, but they do it for 
things that are very remote from 


we! eG and which can never 
e it., 1 eg 


Some walk ue themſelves upon FORM 
and FIGURE, and other graceful or- 
naments of the body theſe to be 
ſure attract the eyes and engage the 
inclinations of men: the world ad- 


mires chem, and F ADORES 
; 1 them : : 


them: but they that have the 
greateſt ſhare of them, are daily 
ſubject to altering diſeaſes, and to 
ghaſtly death. Such as are wor- 

ſhipped for theſe advantages to- day, 
may not be known by them to- mor- 

row. They ſhall not ſay this was 
JOUR 1615 Was: 7he RC a 
a _ 


— 1 Rl en upon 
their WEALTH—we have ſo much 
property in this world which we in- 
habit let ſuch know that the world 
acknowledges no proprietor but the 
Lokp that made it: it changes its 
owners daily; ſerves one man, or 
one generation of men, as content- 
edly as it has ſerved another: and 
is perpetually receiving into its 
bowels proud creatures, who fancied 
themſelves to have dominion over 
l "I 8 | 1 
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THE MOST HIGH is che 


. of heaven W as 


well as the Cab Ayo 
[Others dee ede _ 
HoNoUR—uPon an airy title—upon 


gaudy inſignia, which have no mean- 


ing but what a weak and fantaſtic 
conceit give them—upon a STAR or 
a RIBBAND: a man lifts up his 
head on account of theſe things, and 
cries, I am ſuch or fuch a dignified 
you among ſt uy fellow: mortals | 


Many hn eee hints this 
DESCENT and ANCESTR Y==we are 
of ſuch a line—noble or royal blood 
runs in our veins—and we are the 


| honourable of the earth-—as if any 


merit belonged to them for what 


. could neither ee or hinder. 
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And what multitudes value them 
ahm upon THE POMP AND PARADE 
or LIFE !—becauſe they are arrayed 
ſumptuouſly, and feed delicately 
becauſe their outſide is finely trim- 
med and adorned—and others are 
commanded by them, and bow be- 
fore them. 


Theſe are the things that poor 
mortals uſually look big upon; and 
eſtimate themſelves and one another 
by: And accordingly were they 
aſked what they would pitch upon 
to give themſelves weight and con- 
ſequence, they would anſwer - We 
would have certain thares of come 
lineſs, beauty, and proportion, to 
be objects of admiration to others 
we would be richly attired, that we 
may admire ourſelves-]e would 
have the wealth of our neighbours, 


that 
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180 FRIENDSHIP 

that meaner perſons might be held 
in dependence upon us, and ſubmiſ- 
ſion unto us—we would have ſpa- 


cious houſes—great eſtates —high 


connections and alliances, to give us 
eminence, in the world, and to ena- 
ble us to direct or controul the mo- 
tions and politics of it. 


But theſe are all ALIEN things: 
they are alien and foreign to the true 
dignity of man. The right and fair 
eſtimation of any of us, is not to be 
taken from theſe things. Of all 
theſe we may ſay with St. Peter, 
All. fleſh is graſs, and all the glory 64 
man as the flower of graſs :' the graſs 


i thereth, and the flower thereof fall- 
etb away x. We have that to value 


ourſelves u upon, and to be n of, 50 n 


i 1 T2 7 = — 1 ; 4 
if F334: * of ” $: # £ 
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that 


_OvAwWLTH 6 0 B. as. 
that as much tucends all theſe 
things, as a diamond excels duſt, or 
gold a feather. Man! Gop calls 
THEE to be'yis FRIEND, and aflures 
_ thee that E is THINE—and'inſtructs 
thee in the method of improvin g 
this FRIENDSHIP, and carrying it 
on to all eternity! HERE IS THY 
GREATNESS | 


* <i ment; men et: We. 
caught with external ſhew, as if 
all the greatneſs of man aroſe from 
that—while- they overlook the dig- 
nity of the immortal ſoul, formed 
for divine contemplation and con- 
verſe - to them we may ſay as IE SuS 
to the PARISEES — Ye fools" and 


blind] did not he that made that which 


is without make that which is within 
alſo x? Ye ignorant, infatuated 


* Luke xi. 40. | 
creatures, 
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cteatures, who take ſo much pains 
about waſhing the o WAR D part 
of you do ye indeed not know that 
ye have an Ix WAR D part, the work 
of the ſame Almighty hand, infinitely 
more excellent in its own nature, 
ad therefore proportionably more 
worthy of your attention and care? 
In like manner may we aſk, are men 
indeed ignorant of the real excel- 
tence that they poſſeſs in an immor- 
tal ſoul, and its proper employmegnts 
and improvements, that they value 
themſelves ſo much, value them- 
ſelves entirely, upon what has no 
higher origin than the earth, nor 
any farthet reference than to a cor- 
_—_ 3 8 


| {on all e and 8 

men RNOw - their true excellence, 
and AssERT it. Let all ſuch lift 
5 


on. 


WITH GOD. 183 


for their preſent purpoſes, but that 


they ſcorn them as any ſuitable pores 


tion: and that however delightful 
ſuch good things may be as the ac 
commodations of their pilgrimage, 
they are not to aim at their hearts. 


Let all that are in actual FRIEND 


SHIP with Gop eſpecially, tell the 
world, when it makes its inadequate 
or its criminal offers, and ſays, all 
thefe things will I give if ye will awor= 
ip me that they know where to 
be better ſupplied that they have 
all that rT can offer, and more than 
it can offer in their divine FRIEND 
 —and that in his company and fel- 


lowſhip, there are ſweeter pleaſures 
— more excellent honours — and 


more ſubſtantial bleflings, - than' the 
world ever gave, or knew of. 
88 15 will 


This 


1 * 
"=. 


184 FRIENDSHIP 
will be true greatneſs the ſpirit 
and language of perſons ſenſible of 
the exalted privilege of FRIENDSHIP 
with DEITY, and diſdaining every 
thing that would . to . it, 
or 0 breuk 4 in one itzt bat eit 
: II. TAE life : hn we live-in this 
frail body is entirely confiſtent with 
a very NOBLE and EXALTED. KIND: | 
oF LIE. This body with all its 
infirmities and incumbrances, allows 
capacity and opportunity for inter- 
courſe with THE FATHER OF 8 PI- 
RITS. Though it be comparatively: 
a mean and incommodious: manſion,” 
it does not hinder us from purſuing: 
great deſigns, and enjoying pure and 
very ſublime pleaſures. Gop has 
made it our TEMPORARY DWET— 
LING and w muſt take care that 
we do not make it our DORMITORY, 


or 


WITH GOD 183 
or our GRAVE : in which for our 
heaven- born ſouls to forget them 
ſelves: and their amazing and an- 
gelic powers to be buried and con- 
fumed. Notwithſtanding the weak - 
neſs and meanneſs of its tabernacle 
of clay, the ſoul of man may follow _ 
its own grand and appropriate in- 
tereſts—and enjoy its own proper 
and noble gratifications. There are 
the pleaſures of devotion for THAT, 
as well as meats and drinks, and 
refreſhments for the body. Gop 
has not dealt ſo unequally by the 
two conſtituent parts of our frame, 
as to provide ſuitably for the infe- 
rior appetites, and leave the more 
excellent principle ſurrounded only 
with ſuch things as degrade it, and 
render it mg | 
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186 FRIENDSHIP 
Come then, O man, whoſoever 


thou art, whoſe generous ſpirit is 


ready to look down with a ſort of 
conſcious deſpiciency upon thy pre- 


ſent condition — come, and learn 


how to aggrandize thyſelf and how 


to make fallen humanity ſtill wear 
an honourable and a pleaſing aſpect. 


Thou art not yet ſunk from ALL. 


the privileges of thy creation and 


primitive condition: thou haſt no 
occaſion to herd with the brutes, as 
if thou hadit no Higher deſtination, 
nor to/be-inguiphed in carnal plea- 
ſures, as if thou hadſt no higher 


portion. Gop nzMSELF courts thy 
communion and FRIENPSH ZF: the 
offers himfelf to thy view in every 


creature, and ſeeks to attract thee 


by every favour: FRIENDSHIP WITH 


Gop ſubſiſts in the world: and this 
brings the felicity of m_ down 


to 


w IT H G OD. 1387 
to the dwellings of men. aw great 
dogs ABRAHAM appear | ABRAHAM 
the FRIEND of God. How great 
does Exoch appear Ex ocn walked 
with Gor, How great does it 
make the apoſtles appear! I have 
called you FRIENDS. How greatly 
18 Moss dignified 1 Moss, the 
man. of Gov. And theſe high and 
intereſting connections with DEITY 
which have ſubliſted in the world, 
may always ſubſiſt. Thou mayeſt 
have THY ſhare in all this honour 
and 5 happineſs. 85 Break through thy 
priſon walls then look through the 
vel of fleſh that is thy preſent o- 
vering and above men that are thy 
preſent aſſociates — claim kindred: 
with the Gop of the univerſe, and 
give a greatneſs to thy condition in 
ufs world, by thy fellowſhip with 
ANOTHER—have thy converſarion in 
heaven— 
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188 FRIENDSHIP 


heaven—and thus ennoble and im- 
oo _ wy wcter earth.” ; 

III. WT ſhould aſpire after a life 
thus dignified and bleſſed with di- 
vine FRIENDSHIP, becauſe this was 
our original excellency and felicity. 
I obſerved at the beginning of this 
treatiſe, that Fu IEN DSHI with GO 


a 1 


was the temper and bleſſedneſs of 


man in his ſtate of innocence and 
paradiſe. Now; how ſhould we 
aſpire after this temper, and oonſe- 
quent bleſſedneſs again] Eſpecially 
encouraged by the conſideration of 
there being a glorious Medi ator ap- 
pointed on purpole to bring us back 
to it! It is always reckoned a com- g 
mendable ambition when men en- 
deavour (by fair and honeſt methods) 
to riſe again to any heights of emi- 
nence from which they have fallen. 
8 Let 


* 
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Let me, then, apply this to the pre- 
ſent caſe. Is it not indeed com- 
mendable, for every man to uſe; his 
| beſt endeavours for being (to a cer- 
tain degree) what Gop made the 
firſt man; a compound of light and 
love—of knowledge, devotion: and 

duty,? Such was man in his firſt 
eſtate and though now his dege- 
neracy is great and apparent - though 
now we have comparatively only the 
maimed ſtrokes of the lovely and 
perfect picture - yet ſurely we ſhould 
be enquiring after, and liſtroing 89, 


SE A. $24 


tion.. We ſhould daily be full of 
thought how we may again become 
what we originally were. We ſhould 
aſk, is there no poſſibility of, this? 
And if we are in good earneſt in the 
enquiry, the infallible word of Gop 
will reſolve the queſtion to our peace 
and 
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o FRIENDSHIP 
and ſatisfaction: and will tell us that 
we may be the FRIENDS of Gon 
again, and may enjoy again all the 


bleſſedneſs of that relation. Man 
ſhould be athamed' of his preſent 
degenerate ſtate, becauſe he was cre- 


ated in a purer and a nobler one. 


DEGRADATION always implies prs- 
HONOUR and SHAME. And in the 


preſent inſtance, without our ſincere 
and vigorous attempts for a recovery, 


our ſhame will be entailed upon us 
for ever. Therefore all ſuch as will 


not be recovered from the common 


apoſtacy, and be reduced to their al- 
legiance toGop, and live in FRIEND. 


SHIP with him in this preparatory 


Rate, are ſaid, when they riſe from 
the dead, to awake to /Hame and ever- 
14 1 85 nne 2 ee, yore 


* . xii. 2. | . 


tuated 


„WITH & O'D. . 1901 
tuated under the eye and obſerva- 


tion of holy and immortal angels; 
glorious creatures, who muſt reſent 


mens refuſal of recovering goodneſs 
hereafter ; as they rejoice at their 
_ repentance and converſion now. It 
is no ſhame to a creature which was 
always mean and ignoble, that it is 


ſo at the preſent moment. But that 


man, formed after the image of Gor, 


ſhould loſe that image, and become 


a part of the ſerpent's ſeed—this we 
ſhould think of with a generons in- 
dignation. An excellent perſon and 
a Philoſopher *, ſtruck with the in- 
felicity and depravity of the preſent 
ſtate, ſaid, „That he in a manner 
© RL US HEP at the recollection of his 
< being in the body. This ſhewed 
a refined and an elevated ſpirit. A 


* Plotinus.' 
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ſimilar ſentiment we ſhould adopt : 
and ſhould BLus at refleQing,. = 


whereas man was once a holy and 
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a happy being, he is now unholy 
and depraved, and conſequently un- 
happy: out of FRIENDSHIPT with 
Gob, and uncomfortable in him- 
ſelf: and ſhould be enquiring, how 
what has been loſt may be regained 


and what is defective be ſupplied. 


What an ambition do men diſcover 
for regaining the credit of their fa- 
mily, or of their country! Let us 


be actuated by a ſtill more enlarged 
zeal—a zeal for the credit and in- 
tereſt of mankind— and under the 
power of this liberal principle, let 
us aſpire, and urge others to aſpire 
after the renewal of that FRIEN D- 


-SHIP with Gop, the loſs of which 


is the comprehenſive miſery of the 


fall. This we ſhall do, if we have 


any 
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G0. 7 be ambition. it is N- 
TURAL, . COMMENDABLE,. ; E bis 
* FrienDsmP confers true HONOUR. 
. Te yields the higbeſt PLEASURE. To 

= ſeek, and. cultivate it 14 che part of 

4 . GRATITUDE. I; 76 alfplurcly NE> 

« css RV 70 ur. 
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HEambitionof FrIgnDSnIP 
4.4. WITH Gon is a NATURAL 
ambition. He is not worthy of 
being « called a Man. that i is not am- 
192 of FRIENDSHIP WITH Gop. 
To forſake our own glorious origi- 
nal=—tightly to eſteem the Gon that 
formed. us—and. to be lightly. eſ- 
teemed of him in return — theſe 
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H Gb. 94 
things ſubject to the very deep- 
eſt reproach—as being repugnant 
to all the dictates and wiſhes of 
pure and uncorrupted nature. What 
is more natural between parent a and 

| children —ę governor and ſubjects— 
the benefactor” and ſuch "as are 
obliged to him than FR IExBSRIP ? 
The neglect of FRIENDSHIP; and 
eſpecially the prevalence' of Giſaffec- 
tion, where theſe relations fubſiſt, 
would fill the world with confuſion. 

How ſolicitous are men to be ap- 
provet of the farbers of their fleſh? 
and how mach more ſhould we cok 

vet the approbation and Feit B 
 $11P of the adorable Pather of 0 
 forits Let us then never de at 

reſt till our ſpirits tend to Gon f . = 
fiheere* and fir . ig aſpirations Set! 5 ; 4 f 
is favous. Let us ne F be Gated! © 3 

e of our 6wn minds till 
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196 K HEN h 4M r 
| a deſire of divine FRIENDSHIP pre- 


vail over all our other deſires, and 
account ourſelves wanting in one ca- 
pital characteriſtio of God's: crea- 
tures and children, until we prefer 
him above our chief joy. Let us be 
aſhamed of calling ourſelves THE 


FPS PRING OF Gop, while, with 
the unthinking generality, we ſekk 


every thing more than a mutual 
complacency between ourſelves and 
our divine parent or while, with 
prophane and impious ſinners, we live 
as if we meant to put a contempt 


upon the well pleaſedneſs and love 
of our maker. "Lot us account a 
CONCERN or UNCONCERN: about the 


Fi RIENDSHIP of heaven, the indica- 
tion of a NATURAL or UNNATURAL 
ſtate of mind; and let us try but 

pirits and be $ATisFied” of DIS8A- 


An | 


WITH 60 b. 197 
An UNNATURAL: ate of mind will 


always be an unhappy one; and ſuch 


ours will be till the divine FRIEND= 
SHIP be e deſired os % 


Mes Tur [ambition of DIVINE 


Nene 18" as.  COMMENDABLE : 


as it is natural.” It will put us upon 
nothing but what will ſecure both 
our honour and our peace: will act 
in no way but what both heaven and 


earth will juſtify and approve. In 
ſeeking the FRIENDSHIP of men ; 


there is always PAIN, and oftentimes 
pf: a conformity to them in 
their humours, their weakneſſes, or 


their vices, is too frequently the hard 
condition of keeping in their good 
graces. But Gop is PERFECT and 


HOLY 3, and therefore while we aim 
at getting or keeping his FrIEND= 


ef, we, : hall 90 nothing but what 
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198 FRIENDSHIP 
10 good and great. Hie bath Jhrwed 
thee, O man, 2ohat' 15 good; and what 
dots the Lond thy GO Tequire- of = 
bee bus to do juſtly. and love mercy. 
So doing, thou mayeſt be ſaid to 
Wannen une to be his FRIEND 
and aſſociate. How ſtrong an in- 
gentive 3 is chis to a ſolicitude about 
Gop's FxIENDSHI— that it will put 
a man upon eee in 
itſelf excellent! and how much is it 
to be lamented, that men will ſfeck 
each other's: FrienDSHIP and favour 
by a ſeries of fooliſh and hurtful 
luſts which in the end drown them 
in perdition but will: nat ſeek: the 
FrrENDSHIP ef DRIN, although 
the means of obtaining and enjoying 
har are equally ſueceſsful and re- 
putable. Men may well be con- 
ee at the ne Ye WA 


* * Micah” vi. 8. U 
bang 


WITH GOD. 199 
having ſought the FRIENDS of 
theirfe How mortals with great uncom · 
fortableneſs, and perhaps with ſome 
diſhonourableneſs, whiletheambition 
of divine favour has been extin- 
guiſhed in their *boſoms—or: been 
ſacrificed to meaner affections and 
deſires, although the means of ob- 
taining 17 are oy _ fraits- * 


antun Wa ban zelle H 18171 

I \Puemnnorryt.s W rn Gen 
confers the very higheſt nonouyr-: 
and this is a further motive for our 
cultivation of it. -Gop as the fountain 
of HONOUR: as well as of IFR: and 
therefore thecloſer and ſtricterour con- 
nections with him are, the greater luſ-— 
tre ĩs reflected upon us. Gop remind- 
ed the Jewiſh church of the infmite 
advantage derived to it from its in- 


timate relation to him. Since thou 
| K 4 f. 


20 FERUEN DS HIP 
waſi precious in my}. gbi and I loved 
thee—thou-hajt' been HONOURABLE: | 
therefore noill-T give men for tles, and 
people for thy life *. The fate of 
nations ſhall ſubſerve thy intereſt and 
benefit. Upon this account it is 
that the righteous are the excellent 
of the earth and more excellent than 
their neighbours— they go through 
the world in better company —in a 
OER WALK o IIrz. The hon- 
our of heaven itſelf is exhibited un- 
der the idea of divine converſe and 
FRIENDSHI P: — ou haft a few names 
ten in Sardis, which have not defiled 
their. garments 3. and they ſhall wal 
WITH ME: in White ; | for tbey are 
. worthy f. Paul meant to MAG- 
NIV both his conduct and himſelf, 
When he ſaid, i the Lie which oF 


# Thaiah xliii. 4. + Rev. iii. 4. 


» no do 


201 


2 live in in the: fleſb, I live by 
— add Buckn wet $0 wt 
and the Redeemer, will give 


0 plendour to our characters. All ye 


„ 
3 


that have a paſſion for novo then, 


come and ſeek it here. Let AMB I- 


T1ON: make you religious your am- 


bition will never have ſo juſt or {6 
ample a province to exert itſelf in, 
a8 religion affords. Where is tlie 


wiſe man? We may aſk this ironically; 
while we ſee men endeavouring to 


aggrandiſe themſelves by every con- 


„Maker. A certain nobleman of our 
_ own country , was ſo charmed with 


rare and accompliſhed perſon, 81 


PHILIP-SIDNEY; that he would have 


n but FRIIENDSHIP with their 
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202 FRIEN DiSH LP 


'no; (other; inſcription ..on; his tomb 
than, HERE. L1BS SIR PHILIP Sims: 
NEVIS FRIEND. Let my tomb tell, 
and tell TRT v, that a FRIEND of 
 Gop lies in it and this will be more 

than if it was adorned with all the 

TROPHIES Of WAR, er EMRLERNAS Tf 


SCIENCE,  How-HONOQURABLE!: To 


live in this world and be admitted 
as VISITANTS to a better! How 
HONOURABLE! When in point of 
our real and pleaſing intercourſe with 
Drirv, THAT may be-faid unto us 
—YE, ARE co Te GOD THE 
' JUDGE or ALL *I And when, in 

virtue of a raiſed and heavenly frame 
of mind, we are (according to St. 
Paul's manner of expreſſing himſeli) 
actually raiſed up from the dead, and 

made to fit together in beavenly places me 


* Heb. xii, 43 1 Ephel. ii, 6 
14 | Jy this 


2 ＋ 
this is in a certain Aa true when 
our EARTH places and ſtations are 
dignified with HE AvENLY' connecti< 


ons and affections: The ſou} that is 


habituatedtodivine converſe THA 


it poſſeſſes its own high and appro- 
priate honours and ſhines by a re- 
flection of the glorious excellencies 


of 1 its nnn n n 


r * n = : 1 ©? 
11110 13 MISEE EF. ekt 5 S (334 


IV. „Tus ee as well as 
honour, there is in FRIENDPSUIPWwitk 
Gon, is a further reaſon for out de- 
ſiring to enter into it, and be eſta- 

MON deſeribes 


blifhed in it. 80 
the exhilarating influ 
sup thus: iron ſpas peneth iron, f# 


nceof FRIEN BA 


1 


man ſpur penelhi the eountenance v, bis 
FRIEND“ removes the furrows from 


3 n ee Ftov. xAvii- f. 131 
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gbr PRIEND 8 VP D 
bis brow, and the ſadneſs from his 
c hear ta Agreeably tO this declarati- 
on of the reviving effect of FRIEN D- 
shi, we read of the light of Gop's 
countenance lifted up upon his fervants;' 
anch of their faces being ligbtened tibere- 
by*——alltmpreflions: of ſorrow, fear 
and ſhame, inſtantly forſaking them. 
; The apoſtle Jon ſpeaks. with ap- 
1 parent rapture -e bave Knoten and 
belreved the love which Gop hath to 
us r. Moſt certainly our pleaſure | 
and ſatisfaction will increaſe in pro- 
portion to the degree in which we 
are conſcious that the divine affection 
of Lovꝶ prevails in us towards Gop; 
or ſee cauſe for believing that Gop 
bears that affection towards us. PER Ac 


* Pf. iv. 6.—xxxiv. 5. I John iv. 16. 
dom 


4 
1 7 
— 4 - Pt 


„ MITH COLI} 2p 
dom by the laws of which he rules 
us, and in which we yield ourſelves 
to him as his ſubjects and FRxIENο 
and muſt not a moſt happy inward 
ſtate be the reſult of all? The FRIENDS 
of Gop are comnianded to RR JOTOF'/ 
in the 5 LoRD, and: that auw Ays* 25 8 
and is not AI LIOwRD and ERBE 
TUAL Joy a great matter, and a great 
recommendation of any character or 
| ſtate in which it is to be found? But 
enlarge not on this head: having 
already ſpoken of DELIOHH in GOD 
both as belonging to FRIENDS] 
. pts and ee m it % 236 
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v. W Cul be Mee of 
G becauſe we in GRATITUp RE 
owe him our FRIENDSHIP. Should 
his GLORY: thine before us enn | 
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206 FRIENDSHIP 
6d?" And his GoOoDNESss paſs by us 
unheeded? Tranſeient and infrequent 
favours are often forgot—but ſurely 
INCESSANT' beneficence ſhould have 
irreſiſtible power, and ſubdue all be- 
fore it, A Cut hath grace in the fight 

of every nan . A man I gift maketh' 
room for him +. And do we want 
this incitement to our making the 
great 'Gop lovely in our eyes, and 
giving him a place in our hearts? Or 
ſhall the immenſe and unlimited 
bounty of Gop fail of thoſe returns 
which the ſcanty and partial favors: 
of men uſually © command r Tur | 
BANDS OF Lovr are called THE 
I BANDS OF A MAN t; human nature 
being generally drawn by them, and 
2005 FSA er in n 5 1 er 5 


Ki 1711 
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* 27 vi. 33 8 rer xviii. 0 
+ Hoſea xi. 4. | | 
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eſe hands looſe their power when 
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Cop would detain us in them ? Shall, 
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of whoſe. benignity he is the 
miniſter; and of whoſe brightneſs he 
is the inexpreſſrre image? Shall 
8 abundant and no- 


WF 7 "I. £8 
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moſt natural affection? Let rue 
grateful ſentiment and feel 
ang for bid it. 

the a of ſuch blei· 
ſings from himſelf to us, as cannot 
lead us up to him! How juſtly dif- 
continue that ves 
hin no intereſt in us, or hold * 
us eee 9957 + 5 
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208: FR LEN DiS EN ; 
VI. FRIENDSHIP) Warm GOD is 
abſolutely RBCES aur“ ths us and 
| | nt motive to > the 
cultivation of i it. They A far 
from bim ſhall periſh u. We may be 
in; FRIENDSHIP, with EARTH, and- 
| in league with HELL : Lat in his fa- 
our is life . Should not poor-crea- 
tures who. have a property in nothing 
that their happineſs depends upon, 
ſeck a FRIENDSHIP. with him who 
has all things at his diſpoſal ? Should 
not he have our hearts in wWhoſe hand 
our Lbgath 3 18 hc inp ing: thou art 
ence—tha art under His 
. wilt thou not make 
him THW FRIEND? O do it imme 
diately: remember, while he is ſo- 
| liciting thy FxIEx DSU, he can open 
the lars: of che other W 
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WITH '"GOD.! 209 
call thee into his preſence; and 
puniſh thee! for thine enmity—con- 
ſider the danger of delay, and ac 
quaint thyſelf Now with him, and 
be at peace, that good may come 
unto thee. We cannot have ALL 
that we want in Ax v mortal FRIEND: 
no, nor in ALL or THEM put toge- 
ther — their vigilance cannot always 
ſecure us—nor their kindneſs in all 
caſes ſupply us. But it is the tranſ- 
cendent attribute of him that keepeth' 
 dſrael, that be neither flumbers nor 
ſleeps * and the treaſury of his 
goodneſs will anſwer every demand, 
that poverty, pain, ſickneſs, or fear, N 

can make upon it. Hear how St. 

Paul magnifies the ſufficiency of di- 

vineliberality: YGO Dall ſupplyall. 
your need according to his GLORIOUS) 


1 * Pſ. cxxi. 4. ETD Ss 
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210 FRI END $ HIP 
RICHES, by CurrsrT Jesvs &. My 
Gop can do this—how defirable and 
important a FRIEND 'is he! We 
may be happy without riches—we | 
cannot always be happy with them 
they will not ſtay with us to make 
us ſo. Riches make” 1d chem ſolves 
Wings, and flee away f. Mare To 
THEMSELVES WiNGs—what words 
can better expreſs the uncertainty 
and capriciouſneſs of the world's 
finifes ! We cannot always be happy 
in the beſt FRIEND SEthere are 
times and circumſtances in which 
they cannot 'BEFRIEND us we want 
one that can take us where they 
leave us at the ſtruggtes of death— 
at the edge of the grave. Gob is 
a NECESSARY rags 
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212 FRIENDSHIP 

of any other. I dwell in the high 
and holy place with 11M ALs0 that is. 
of @ contrite and HUMBLE ſpirit *. 
Humility muſt accompany all our 
EXERCISES of FRIENDSHIP WITH 
Gop. Notwithſtanding the free- 
neſs and familiarity of the FxienD- 
SHIP that ſubſiſted between them, 
David did not forget that JoxA- 5 
TAN was a king's: fon ; and paid 
him the tribute of profound reſpect 
and obeifance in the midſt of their 
mutual endearmeiits. Davio argſe 
and fell c on his Jace: to the ground. and 
BOWRD HIMSELF three times +. We 
muſt in like manner Preſerve and, 
| | expreſs unfeigned 1 reverence in all f 
our tranſactions with Gop, and ap- 
1 to him "Hr FRIEND. 


„ 2 Ks 


9s r We 125 come with a Fentain : 
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WITH GO. 213 
BOLDNESS to the "I of b. grace, 
we muſt not come with IMPUDENCE 


and RUDENEss. Though we may, 


pray FERVENTLY, we muſt pray 


MODES Ly. Though we praiſe him 
with WARMTH and AFFECTION, Ut-. 
muſt be with VENERATION ; al 


and while we plead. his promiſes 
with PAI TH, we muſt alſo do it with 


SUBMISSION. We ſerve. Gon. AC>, 


CEPTABLY, even as FrIeNDs, when 
we ſerve him with REVERENCE | and 
GODLY FEAR—and if we do not pre- 


ſerve fach reyerence and fear i in our 


7 intercourſe with him, we manifeſt A, 15 


weak and blameable ſpirit— e ſhew 
that \ we. cannot bear condeſcenſion— 


that we are for treſpaſſing upon grace | 
and clemency : and we may expect 
to be treated by Gop, as we ſhould 


certainly i in ſuch caſes be. treated by 


men, viz. to have our ſervices re- 
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214 FRTENDSHYP 
fuſed, our petitions denyed, and' to 
be kept at greater diſtance. Fr Ar 
Tun Lon» AND HIS GooDNtss * 18 
' line that every true FxrEND ef 
God thould wear deeply inſcribed 
upon his heart. Gop # in heaven 
and we upon earth +: we muſt not 
therefore ruth irreverently into his 
temple, or be ved and hafty in our 
words there. He'will quickly be- 
hold and reſent the affront. FRIEND! 
How cameſt thou in bither not having 
4 wedlding garment +2? Why appear- | 
_ eft thou before me without the pro- 
per” attire and the true orfaments 
Pe worſhipping ſoul—compoſed 
| thoughts=holy affe@tionis—a ſolemn 
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. WET HH 60 D. 215 
Gop does not forget his tremen- 
dous majeſty, when he makes the 
moſt encouraging declarations of his 
condeſcending 1 mercy—he does not 
forget that he is THE MHIOH AND 
Lor HY ONE THAT INHABITETH, 
_ ETERNITY, when: he declares, his. 
diſpoſition. to DWELL WũãIIH THE, 
HUMBLE, AND; THE CONTRITEz. and 


, haul not forget N hy toi 


| * der to ee a pa oor of 
pure and deep humility in all our 
religious intercourſe with Gop, in 
the character of our DIVINE FRIEND, 
let us treaſure up in our minds ſome 
of . the ſcripture repreſentations of 
his incomparable and unſpeakable 
grandeur. Is AI An in all the aſto- 
niſhing imagery of a prophet's, pen, 
deſcribes the vaſt mountain of Lx 
| BANON as kindled up into one hal- 
- | lowed 
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awfully magnificent; but yet inade- 
quate to the prophet's thoughts: 
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lowed fire and the numberleſs 


BEASFTS of it conſuming in one im- 


menſe facrifice—and ALL NATIONS 


or nN, as gathered together to at- 
tend the ſolemnity. Theſe are images 


which aggrandiſed by the contem- 


plation of that ETERNAL MAJES+ 


TICK Gop - whoſe oracle he Was, 


created, yea, or boundleſſly imagined 
to expreſs— for he adds, with the 
ſame ſublimity of ſentiment A. 
theſe things are as nothing *] But let 


us attend to the lofty ſtile in which 

Gop proclaims himſelf. I AM 
THAT I AM ! Tell the children 
of IsRAEL that I AM hath ſent — 
to n _—_ e exiſts 


* 10. xl. 15, le. 


WITH GOD. 217 
o excellent, tranſcendent; and pe- 
culiar a manner, as to make all 
other exiſtence vaniſh before him. 
IAM HE: IAM THE FIRST, 
I ALSO AM THE LAST. 1 
AM GOD AND THERE 18 
NONE BESIDE ME +! This is 
the true voice of Deity. I8a1an 
had pronounced the pomp of TEN 
THOUSAND SACRIFICES—and the 
ſolemnity of Ax As8EMBLED WORLD 
—and the blaze of LEBANON when 
it ſhould be converted into one huge 
and amazing altar to be before 
Gop as nothing Gop declares all 
to be IN FacT that very — 
which the prophet had told us it 
might be counted. He germs 
all EXISTENCE, as well as all DEIT ET 
and /EXCELLE ver, to HIMSELF 2 and 


Ila. xlviii. 12+ 4 ts, alv, 21. 
1 | Teaves 


218 FRIENDSHIP 


leaves only the umbrage and ſhadow 
of being to the creatures. This 1 is 
the .GLoRIOUS Go that we are al- 
| lowed to call FR IEND : : and does not 
PROFOUND HUMILITY become us 
in all the profeſſions, ſentiments and 
exerciſes of our FRIENDSHIP to- 
= wards him, and in the whole of our 
walk before him? 
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Accordingly, the FRIENDS or 
Gophave always been HuuELR men: 
their very FRENDSHIP with him 

bas made them ſo: the calm con- 
templation of his infinite glories has 
made them as nothing in their own 
J eyes. Obſerve the reverence of 
ABRAHAM's ſpirit, when allowed 
even to ſpeak to Gop—Bebold now, 
J have taken upon me 10 ſpeak unta 
the Logp, which am but «duſt and 


m_ 10 Het not the Lord be angry 
5 1 and 
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WITH GOD. 2g 
OP I 11 ſpeak O Jet not the Loxp 


be angry and I will ſpeak yet but this 
once *. Mos zs intreated a ſight of 


the GLORY of Gop—Gop proclaim- 
ed his MERCY in the ſeveral me- 
thods of its vouchſafement, anſwer- 


ably to the fins and miſeries of men: 
Moss made haſte, bowed bis head t0 


the earth, and worſhipped . Jos 


after Gop's lofty and FRIENDLY 
conference with him out of the 


whirlwind, expreſſes the like 
ſelf- abaſement and humiliation— 
Now that mine eye. feeth thee— (now 


that I have heard thee ſpeak, and 


from thy lips diſcern a ſcanty por- 


tion of thy glory) I abhor myſelf 


and repent in duſt and aſbes gt. Is Alan's. 


viſion in the eie, of the leds 


> „Geng. will 23, Kc. * $- YO xxxiv. 8. 1 
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Al and the alu he 


heard made of his purity, by exalted 
and celeſtial creatures, produced in | 


him a like frame and ſtate of mind 


with what Go 8 other ſervants 


profeſſed. — The glorious fights 


and ſounds made him ſtartle at his 
own meanneſs and guilt. ' Wo is ne. 


Tam unn. I am a man of unclean 


7 p und I dwell in the midjt of a Peo- 
le of unclean lips —and mine _ have 
= the 222 the Fond 77 wt ws.) 


27 #3 


"tt." As we would carry on FRIEND- 
ary wWI TH Gon in a proper and ad- 
vantageous' manner—we'muſt pay a 
eonſtant regird to the MEDIATION = 
f Curisr, This we ſhall do, if 


ve have that true and deep humility, 


rich 1 _— em e 
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Wich 15 45 temper *** 3 of 
humility, we ſhall rejoice that there 
is a greater and worthier—a . divine 
perſon—ſtanding between us and the 
moſt high Gop ; BY Wo for the 
profeſſions and acts of our F. RIEND= 
SHIP to aſcend-to God,, and the va- 
Iuable fruits of his FxIENDSHI to 
deſcend upon us. I obſerved at the 
beginning of this treatiſe, that the 
reſtoration of F. RIENDSHIP between 
Gop and man, was the very buline(s 
upon which Caxr1sT came into our 
apoſtate world and for the re-eſta= 
bliſhment of, this FRIENDSHIP, he 
has made ample ) roviſion by his ſuf⸗ 
ferings and death. Theſe are ſtrong 1 


expreſſions, and can never be ex, 


Plained away be hath made PEACE 
by the BLOOD or HIS CROSS—BY HIM 
hath Gop reconciled all thin gs unto 


hi me; I, whether they be things in earth, 
- 4, Sx | | L 3 | 2 "el or 
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or things 85 Tn beabenAH⁰j you that 2 
ſome time alienated and enemies in your 


| mind by wicked works, yel odo hath 
be reconciled IN THE BODY or His 


FLESH THROUGH DEATH ® We 
are FRIENDS of Gov not oil y by the 


renovation of our own. ſpirits, but 


by virtue of ſoine great purpoſe that 


the redeemer's death has anſwered in 


order to our becoming ſach. When 


we were enemies we were recon 1ciled 


* *« 


into Toby THE. DEATH or Hrs 


fox 4 - 


N N 60 the ſame great pot on Wh 
by Hing and ſuffering in in our F world 


=dyi ing out of it—and' riling "Again, 
| Has 110 JS ündstsnfef cer Firbd5- 
sf between Gop and man ſubſiſf- 
ing again, whi ch the re ebellion of the 


7 Rom. v. 165 
latter f 
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latter had forfeited and Jeſtrojed— 
the fame great perſon, is deſcribed as 
aſſiſting us in all the exerciſes and 
offices of that FRIENDSHIP: and 
therefore we muſt be continually 
hooking unto bim. Who are they that 
are accepted now, and ſaved finally, 
but THEY THAT COME To GoD BY 
HIM? Our PRAYER is to be offered 
in his name, according to his own 
direction &: and the facrifice of 
| PRAISE PSF we render continually 
is to be BY HIM F. Our REPENT- 
ANCE mult be expreſſed in obedience 
to his command, and encouraged. by 
his . promiſe. Hox.ivzss, the fruit 
of repentance, muſt be.in conformity 
to his example, and enlivened and 
improved by the bright proſpects of 
immortality which he has given us. 
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Wemuſt be Aivs ToGoo THROUGH 
"Jesvs CHRIST s. | The pleaſing ex- 


erciſes of HOPE, and Jov, are to be 
"indulged, no otherwiſe, than with a 


© ſpirit . of unfeigned gratitude and 
thankfulneſs to Chriſt— for HE 18 
* ou HOPE and we Joy IN Gop 
"through our LoxD Jesvs Cuxisr, 
by « whom we have received the atone- 
"ment . In a word, all that ſacred 
"Intercourſe with Gop which is the 
buſineſs and pleaſure of a Chriſtian's 
life, in the capacity of a FRIEND OF 
Gon, is to be carried. on through 
"Jesvs as mediator. The ſame may 
be ſaid of all public ſolemnities and 
duties of religion : Jens is the way, 


mit go to the FATHER by him di 


** Rom. vi 11. esd 1 Tim. i. 1.1 
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This 
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This is what Go on pal, as 
Tt befitting the honour of his own 
: divine Majeſty. It i is a reſerve be- 

| coming his greatneſs and purity, not 
to be approached i in acts of religion 

and homage, even by them that he 
; . owns as E RIENDS, otherwiſe than by 
means. of ſo holy and glorious a me- 
| diator as his own Son—the bright- 
_ neſs of his glory—the partaker of his 
a e the l of his 
S -<5,. create, ber Bs 


5 Beſides, there i is an evident PRO- 

- PRIETY in it, that Jesvs. who i is at 
| haſt ; in the nobleſt ſenſe to BRING, us 
| 10 ö Gop—who 1s to introduce, the 
FriexDs or Gov, into THE EVER=. 
| LASTING HABITATIONS——THE. NA 

NY MANnSIONs—the PLACES PRE= 
' PARED for them—there i is an evident 


propriety in it, chat this Jes6s 
$ xy _ ſhould 
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226 FRIENDSHIP. 
thould be conflituted the great ME = 
DIUM. of all our connections with 


God i in a mY of FRIENDSHIP and 
favour hob. 
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DP ow 8 


CIRCUMSTANCE to us, that we be⸗ 
take ourſelves to Gop in FRIENDLY 
intercourſe upon EARTH, by that 
MrpiA Ton who i is to preſent us for 
final acceptance in nEAvEN: and 
whoſe conſummate worthineſs may 
recommend us and our ſervices when 
we are there. = Sg. 


Who will by that the Wicht 
of CHRIST may not continue longer 
than our world ſhall continue ? And 
be uſed as the MEan of the ſaints 
joyful : and confidential approach to 
Gop to all eternity ? CELESTIAL 
CREATURES are deſcribed : as fome 
| way 
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WITH GOD. 227 
way intereſted in it, and benefited 
by it, as well as THE CHILDREN of 
Avam®: and who will fay, that 
with reſpect to both, the intereſt and 


benefit may not be perpetual? I know 
indeed who hath told us, that when - 


| The end cometh, CuRISH ſhall give 
2 the e fo Ge even l 2 


manner be ALL IN ALL. But Roh 


the kingdom of CHRIST over our 


world muſt ceaſe with the world it- 
RIF, and with thoſe deſign: which 
he world was made the theatre for 


* Colol. i. 20. 


triumphant 


_ accompliſhing—is there any thing * 
unnatural in the fuppoſition that his 
relation as MEDIATox may be con- 
tinued, to and amongſt his ſervants, 
after that they ſhail be glorified ? 
Ox, that in their folemn fervices and 
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228 PRI END SH 1P 
triumphant anthems a reverent regard 
Mall not be paid to the So or Go 
by all the ETERNALLY | BLESSED? 
When they tender their loyal and. 
obſequious homage—make the re- 


turns of their grateful and overflow- 


ing affection, to him that ſitteth up- 
on the throne, for his rich and over- 
flowing mercy it may POSSIBLY—it 
may PROBABLY be, with ſome | ſpe- 


elal reſpect to the redeemer—and 


ſome advantage from that relation 
to him, which was founded in his 
death, and ſubſiſted between them 
ſelves and him in this world. If 


in a very magnificent ſenſe, that the 
SON 7s conſecrated. AN HIGH- PRIEST 
FOR EVERMORE *: if other orders of 
beings 8 the ee from 


I KK: 1 * 19 
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amongſt men, be ſuppoſed: .benefited 

by this continued mediation, the 
grandeur and pleaſure of the thought 
do ſtill increaſe: and the preſcribed 
method of our approaching Go 
through CERIS N at preſent, is made 

to look NOBLE: as well as encou- 

raging. 16, Hain ul 87 © 


III. As we would live in FaienD- 
en wiTH Gon to the greater ad- 
vantage and comfort let us main- 
tain high and honourable. thoughts 
of his PROvIDENCE. Let us beware 
of ſuſpicion, and diſtruſt: theſe of- . 
ten weaken and ruin human Friewp- , 
8#1Ps—let them have no place in the 
divine. We know that the end of 
all Gop's works and ways ſhall be 
worthy of himſelf— and that it ſhall 
receive the full approbation of exalt- 
ed and virtuous minds let us not 
20 S then 


; me 
230 FRIENDSHTP 
then ſuffer any thing that befalls us 
in our contracted ftations and con- 
cerns, to militate againſt ftich our 
faith and knowledge. When any 
thought ariſes in our minds that tends 
to a denial of God's goodnefs to us, 
of that would infer a diminution of 
it—let us be jealous of that thought. 
Let us lay it down as an incontroverti- 
ble maxim, that God is good to them 
that are of a clean heart: that he may 
afffict in the very faithfulneſs of his 
FRIENDSHIP : that he tay Mean the 
LO Weight of affliction, as preparatory 
dc the weight of glory: and that his 
SBoodneſs may be as real in what we 
fuffer, as in what we enjoy. Let us 
collect the ſeveral inſtances of God's 
appatent and indubitable goodneſs, 
and have them ready at hand to op- 
poſe to our own erroneous. fancies, 
and vitiating prejudices : this will 
on” | preſerve. 


preſerve the compoſite int ſettled- 


neſs of our ſpirits, and therefore 


will be acting like FRI ENPS both. to- 


wards Gop and ourſelves. And with 
a thorough convicT1on of the good- 


neſs of providence, let us accuſtom 
ourſelves to the ADMIRATION of it. 
Let adoring ſentiments poſſeſs our 
hearts, as go through the world 
with us. Let us take confidence 
from Gop's GENERAL goodneſs. 


| Seek Bini that maketh the . even ars, 


and Orin Xx. He that apr the 
vaſt intereſts of the univerſe will 


never neglect or betray our little in- 


tereſts: as he delights in the profi 
perity of his ſervants, he will purſue 


their proſperity ; though he may not 


always do it within the lines that 
ny would draw for him—he WILL 


* Amos v. 8. 
be 
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be left to his own ſuperior and com- 


pri chenfive. "meaſures ; | but” In! the 
| inne all things ball work e for | 
and PE that leve - him e. *. 1 ck 
Such ſentiments of Gov and 3 PRO- 
Nw NE as theſe are, enter into the 
= of FRIENDSHIP | WITH God, 
will greatly e and i in- 
Sa 3 88 
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TIv. We ſhall carry on 1 RIEND= 
15 WITH Gop in an advantageous 
manner by a RELIGIOUS USE OF 
rs BoUnTIEs. We know the 
power of riches | for making us 
e in THIS world: and we 
may make FxiExps by their means 
in ANO THER. By a right uſe and 


application of them, we may purſue 


* * Rom, vil, 28. 
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che intereſts of both worlds at . 
We may 1 make Gop our Fr RIE ND. 
for, he ts not unrighteous to \ forget our 
work and labour of love in mini Axing 
to his ſaints *. Wi th ſuch Jacri Rees, 
VIZ. ding good, and communicating, 
Go. is well Pleaſed T. We may 
make Cnxlier our F ED 
nuch as ye have done it unto one of 
theſe my brethren, ye have done it un- 
to me. Our SAVIOUR intimates, 
that we may make OTHER 8 
in the next world the ſame way. 
may ſend ſuch Frienps before u, 
who ſhall be ready to receive us 10 
everlaſtir ng. habitations when all thi ings 
bere fail us . And how pleaſing 
and intereſting is the thought of our 
having F RIENDS in another world; 


* Heb. vi. 10 1 Heb. xiii. 16. 
12 Law) XVi- 9» 


Fo made 


0 
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made sch, by our Uberality to them 
in this! FxrꝑEx ps, that ſhall receive 


us with joy and gratitude, when we 


Mall be turned out of all that we 


Here poſſeſs! THEY may ſay for 
tkemſelves, as well as x eondeſcend- 
ing and benevolent Saviour for 
them W were bun gry, and YE 


gad us neut. W were thi Ny. and 


YE gave us drin. W were flran- 


gere, and vu took ns in=—naked, ant! 
YE clothed us—fich, and ve viſted 


r Priſon, and YE came untò us *. 


The laſt refreſhiments we partook of 
in mortal life, were furniſhed out 
to us by the hands of your kindneſs 
ank Brheficence ; and now we wel- 


come you to aà participation of out : 
prior TR 


* Mat. xxv. pe” 


For 


work. ob. hh 


their poffeſbre- that Both Gov aud 
men may be ferved by tem Go, 
by works of piety, and men, by 
works of charity. Goy gives the 
rich; Both for theit” neceſſitits, arid 
their delights: and abridges then in 
nothing that in the eſtimatioti of rea- 
fort and virtue, contributes tô either: 
but then he inſiſts upon it, that as 
good ſtewards of his manifold good 
things, they uſe arid apply the re- 
fidue according to his direckions. 
And what can be more equitable than 
this? If a mortal FRIEND entruſt me 
with a part of his ſubſtance, ought 
1 not to ufe it agreeably to his will ? 
And if inſtead of uſing it to certain 
: worthy, and excellent Purpoſes, as 
he commanded, I throw it away in 
methods that he diſapproves, and 
condemins, aud has ts for- 
bidden 


© 
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nam not I moſt. highly cri- 
—15 Unworthy of ſuch a man's 
FRIENDSHIP,,. and of all further 
marks of his confidence Vet, faulty 
as this kind of conduct appears, it 
is the conduct of thouſands towards 
the great Gop every day. He en- 
truſts them with his bounties 35 and 
they abuſe the truſt, He ſays, occury 
TILL, I come; and they diſbelieve, 
or. forget, that he will ever come. 
He commands, them, po G00 To: 
| ALL, AND ESPECIALLY , To THE. 
HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH; and they 
having ſerved themſelves, i in the mea- 
ſure that their luſts and appetites de- 
mand, waſte the remaining abun- 
dance upon the worſt of characters 
upon haclots, gameſters, and revellers. 
This perverſion and abuſe of riches 
will make both Go Dandmen theigencsri “ 
mies: ad ſubjett them to ſtrange 


| _ confuſion 
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5 ebe dag and pain when the man- 
date ſhall come, o1ve AN Account 
or THY. STEWARDSHIP,” FOR ruou 5 
SHALT. BE NO "LONGER STEWARD. 
11 — 40 WE r2tt7-roþ 
Hit: the, et ue wm riches, gives 
* and luſtre to a character, in 
the eyes both of heaven and earth. 
This will make Gop our FRIEN B: 
he will vonſider us, as What be in- 4 
tended we ſhould be—the almotiers | 
of his bounty, and the miniſters of 
his providence rectifying, accord- 
ing to our power, thoſe inequalities 
in providence of which ſome ſo loudly 
complain: we ſhall have the very 
higheſt reliſh and enjoy nent of 
riches while they remain with us: 
and when they make themſelves 
ee and fly away their flight will : 
2 and beautiful; Hke that of 
4 towards heaven: they will 


carry 
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| anodes. is no more than 


wy FR EN T4773 
carry '2 good report of us, befote- 
ko. to the throne of judgment ; 
and proye introductory to higher and 
ful in LITTLE (for ſo the largeſt 
earthly poſſeſſions may be called) we 
ſhall be rewarded with, Mpcu—and 
having ſuitably improved the FALSE 
and FUGACIoUS MAMMON ; ſhall 
have the TRUE RICHES committed 
to us—the riches of glory and im- 
mortality. We ſhall be conſidered 
as having approved ourſelves the 
F RIENDS O GoD and goodneſs in 
this world, and Gop will be our 
everlaſting Friend in the world to 
came. The religious uſe of Gov? $ 
har jusrIicR 
yet ſuch is his N EROS IT x, that he 
will take it for FRIENDsHIr, and 
reward it as ſuch. He wall honour 


d e weer FIDELITY as a 
9 Wia 


Hͤ—añꝛuꝛSꝛiiiiiꝛ́——ä—F ——— — 
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chigiog and diſtinguiſhed Fi as 


WELL DONE GOOD AND 


| FAITHFUL, SERVANT!, 


v. Ie we would carry on Freng- 


SHIP. WITH GoD to advantage, we 
muſt be frequent in acts of RR· 
PENTANCE. It is the cox rRVpR as 
well as humble ſoul, that God in 
an eſpecial manner looks to, and 


dwells with. The apoſtle Joux : 


amidſt all the rapture and triumph 


with which he ſpeaks of our fellow | 


ſhip with the FaTrweR, has tl 
words : and the blood of Jus sus 
CukIs T bis Son cleanſeth us from: all 


fin *—from all ſuch fins as might 


otherwiſe deſtroy that fellowſhip , or 


Fr the comfortable exerciſe of 
5 „Fd n 120 Bann. r 


| " thave 
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there will be on our part, many 


violations of that Fxienpsnie-into | 


which he enters with us; ; and there- 


fore he has made this kind provifion 


for their being healed. This pro- 


viſion then, let us make thankful 


uſe of, as occaſion requires. As of- 

ten as we are conſcious to ourſelves : 
that we have broke the laws of 
FRIENDSHIP WITH Go, let us im- 
mediately go to him through Irsus 
Cukis T- acknowledge our fault 


and aſk forgiveneſs. Let us be 


willing to aſk that pardon of Gov, 


in a way of religion, which in a *q 
caſe, we. ſhould aſk of men in a Way 


of civility. Let no unacknowledged 


offence lie heavy on our ſpirits; to 
| eſtrange us from Gop, or to abate 
our confidence in calling him Fa- 


— — — — —H— 


THER. In human FRIENDSHIPS, | 


wy triflin 8 circumſtances, have for 


want 


SHIPS have ſtrangely worn off upon 
the Hlighteſt grounds, for want of a 


timely ſubmiſſion in the offending 


party: ſhyneſs increaſing on the one 
fide, and reſentment on the other. 
Let us take care that FrxitenDsniP 
wire Gop ſuffer not with us in 


this way. When we tranſgreſs a- 


painſt Gop, let us make up matters 
with him immediately: ns will be 
ſatisfied with ſuch ſubmiſſions as men 
with pride and caprice reject: who are 


oftentimes the harder to be won, in 


proportion to the degree in which 
their reconciliation is ſought and 
coveted. Gon will. not treat us 
thus. Let us confeſs our tranſereſſions 
unto the LoRD, and he will forgive 

1 5 e 


WITH GOD. zar 
want of being properly excuſed, and 
apologized for, been conſtrued into 
ſerious faults : and many FrienD+> 
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the iniquity af our in k. Gon, is „the 
compaſſionate FATHER, Who will 75 
eſpy his returning prodigal at a diſ- 5 
tance run and meet him accept 
the ſcarcely finiſhed humiliation and 
apology and renew; the relation 5 
which. the offender has diſgraced, 
and therefore dares. not. to. claim. 
Dayip; found it ſo: and propoſes his 
own ſucceſs: for the; encouragement - 
of future penitents. For this ſtall 
N one that 1s godly, pray unto thee, 
in a time when thou may ft be found © 
ſurely in the floods of great waters, 
they ſhall. not... come meh. unto, 
hign To. 1 If $9 MIO RD 


Vi. It is e to. N 
a advantageousF'1 RIENDSHIP WIH 
Gop, that we do contipually "pie 


2 4A LAY . 
= 6 ; 8 4 1 1 


P.. ii. 35. 11 1 Pſ. XXXii, 60 Ne: | 
after 


alter gre iter Ales and Wibits of 
purITY.” Gop is holy, and there 
fore his FRIENDS muſt be ſo. Hence 


the reaſonable and ſolemn charge, : 
e bat hhve the Lord hate evil x. The | 


- prophet puts the queſtion, Can fav 
walk together, except they be agreed + ? 


The ſtrongeſt negation is here im- 


plied: no, they cannot. Iniquity 
has no fellowſhip with G0D. Un- 
righteous men may pretend FRIEND 
suf wrru God; and arrogate ſpe- 
cial ſhares of © his FRIENDSHIP. to 
themſelves: like thoſe ho cried; 
hive we wht euten and” drank in thy 
preſence Þ 2 But the Lok knoweth' 


them that are his and we may know 
them too; they are ſuch as depart 


JI OR.” The U on 


* PE Neil. 167 iy | Aris Ut, md! a 
4 Luke xiii. 26. $ 2 Tim, -Jif 19. 


ne e - Ma hearts 
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hearts. can diſtinguiſh every enemy, 
although in the maſk of a FRIEND 3 
as CHRIST diſtinguiſhed Jupas : 1 
have cboſen you twelve ; but one of you 
7s a devil *—and there is a time com- 
ing when he will expoſe and pub- : 
licly diſown the hypocrite—1 know 
you not whence you are—depart from 
nie f.. With what a ſevere coun- 
tenance does St. Joux reprove all 
pretenſions of wicked men to the 2 
favour and FRIENDSHIP of Gop | if 
200 fay that we have fellowſhip with 


him, and walk in darkneſs, We lie, 1 


and do not the truth t. A GOOD MAN. : 


could ſay, d puri 1. Er me he evil 
deers || : and much more will a PER= 


FECT and a HOLY Gor fay if. If 8 
we are for a real advantageous. 


3 b gi go. 2t; Luke xiii, 27. | OH 
t 1 John i. 6. l Pl. exix. 115. 
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"3 4. 5911 
FrIENDSmP wirn Gov, PURITY 


muſt be the baſis, the cement of | 
that FRIENDSHIP. * 

"Nod. as our PrexDsAIP WITH. 
Gov. muſt be begun, ſo alſo carried 
on in PURITY. Cleanſe your hands, 
ye Vnners, and purify your hearts ye. 
double minded; thus draw ni igh 70 
Go, and he mY} draw nigh fo Jou * * 
Without the love of PURITY, and 
ſome degrer: of eſtabliſhment | in ng 
not . chat COMPLACENCY | in 1 
N HOLY Gon, which is included in 
FRIENDSHIP with him; and of 
which his GENUINE Fxixxps have 
always been examples. Who is a 
Gor like unto thee, GLORIOUS IN 
weinen {—there none YO as 


2 * 4 "> 7155 ET | . 
4 * 26 A 


* James i „ 4 Exod, . 
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te Lok D*. Thou art not a Gon 
Tip that hath: plraſure in wickedneſs : nei- 
ther ſball evil dwell with thee. The 
fooliſh foall not fraud in thy fight + thou 
hateſt all workers of iniquity-F. Sing 
unto the Loxp, O ye farts of his; 
and OIVE THANKS AT THE //RE= 
 MEMBRANCE OF EIS HoLIN ESS T. 
|. How can an unholy man adopt theſe 
phant acknowledgments!] It is juſt 
in proportion to the degree in which 
holineſs is prevalent in us, that we 
are qualified for F RIENDSHIP WITH 
Gop on our part: and in the ſame pro- | 
portion, Gop will repleniſh and bleſs 
us with the delights of that FRIEN D- 
SHIP, With the PURE he will ſlew 
himſelf puRE : and with an UPRIGHT 


* x Sam, ii, 2. Pf. v. he &- 
4-Pſl/xxx, 4. F, | 


MAN 


N 
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MAN he will ſhew himſelf vrx roh N. 
_ PuRITyY is the glory of man the 

image of Gop—this aſſimilates us to 
our divine and bleſſed original by 


this we dwell in Gop, and have 


Gop dwelling in us and by means 


of the copious and inereaſing mea- 
ſures of it, we do in part enjoy in 
__TH1s world, the very happineſs that 


is promiſed to the righteous in an- 


other Bleſſed are the. pure in heart; 


For THEY Ss ATL SEE GoD. 
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"CONCLUSION. 


15 ; 1 unto the Farnrs 1 

iN eee of bon 
Phe whole family i in heaven and earth is 
named * That condeſcending God ; 
deſerves our thanks, who 1 is willing 
to unite all dutiful and obedient 
creatures, whether i in heaven or on 

| earth, into one family; dignified 
and bleſſed by one common relation 
to, and F RIENDSHIP with hindfelf, 
While we reverence and adore the 
divine goodneſs | in this article, let 
| us aſk ourſelves, ARE WE INTE- 


RESTED IN THIS GooDNEss ? ARE 


f 
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we FrienDs of Gop'? If our judg- 
ments and conſciences cannot ſafely 
tell us that we are, let us next aſk, 
ARE WI DESIROUS OF,/BECOMING' 
11s FRIENDS ? If we are NOT de- 
 firous of it, let us proceed in our en- 
quiry, and demand of our own hearts 
the reaſons of our indifference, and 
diſaffection. Why will we aſſume 
the character of devils, and put our- 
ſelves upon a level with them, to 

| whom | the propoſals of DIVINE | 
hg! are not tendered ? If 


ee 


i L EE Aa that city inew not 


the e of ils Wiarton 2 and there- 
fore 


-» 
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fore inſtead of being intereſted in the 


benefit of the Saviour's blood, had 
only the — e of. 
his tears. id 1 


* (1! a - ; 4 „ 4 * Fi 2 * 
5 b 4 N < 2 * 12 x - "i : , 5 1. 
& 7 1 » PF © — * 3.58 - bf i F 5 


v1 a OR yo ney ſay, we are ac 
tually FRIENDS of Gop.' Are you? 
How do you ſhew this? We fome- 
times worſhip him conſider, ſome 
who were loud in their cry, 1 HE 
- TEMPLE OF” THE LORDI FAA 
TEMPLE or THE :LoRD 1+ had no 
hare in the FRIENDSHIN of the great 
Soy of that temple. CERRNMO NT 

"ous VIsITs are not reckoned for 

FRIENDSHIP : and yet they might 
paſs for it, abundantly better than 
ſome mens viſits at the houſe of their 
Gop. We, deſignedly, do IO: 
chaos Gop, may you ſay: 
offer no outrage or affront, to "A 
221010 NV 
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or to his inſtitutions ſo far it is 
well but if you do nothing ron 
Gop, you are not worth the name 
of his FRIENDS: a NEUTRAL is not 
a FRIEND. We ſpeak of Gop with 
reſpect and honour—that alſo is very 
well: but let us not ſubſtitute fine 
words, and fair profeſſions in the 
room of the 1| ubſtantial duty which 

we owe: him. We could not deal 

thus with gur fellow, ercatures: 
Where are your actual ſervices. 
chearful reſignations your obedient 
ſubmiſſions - your delightful con- 
e pn 4) truſt ? 
Tarr vod! Due 4Had HAT _ 
111 lf you are not; ſolicitpus;:aboup | 
FRIENDSHIP WITH 'GoD,:and::do 
nothing in order to attain to it, what 
are you ſolicitous about? And to 
1 do your affeRions,. cares and 


10 „„ P_ 
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purſuits tend ? It is but loft labour, 


to riſe early, and fit up late, but not 
to obtain the loving kindneſs of the 
20RD. PAT is faid to have been 
aſhamed at ſeeing” 4 workman riſen 
before him. He could not bear that 
ſuch a man's TRADE ſhould go on 


h 


faſter than his PHILOSOPHY. Can 
youl feel no ſelf-indignation, in that, 
| while ameaner intereſts' thrive with - 


there no charm in the promiſe that 


i * an F d 
s Hir of a is ' neglofted by you ? Is 


0 


is made to ACQUAINTANCE WITH, 
Gop—s0 SHALL Go COME UNTO_ 
TEE * All manner of Goop { ball 


come this way: no article of Goon f 


: 1-5? in hy: promiſe, and we 
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ſhould. except none 10 nnn 
tions and er. +1} ine 113 1 Off 


4 Þ JI. T6 91 | 
You, cannot, be ſo ang and high 


in. .the world, but Gon's, FRIEN R= 
SHIP will make you greater and 


1810 7+; 


higher : : you cannot be ſo poor and 


depreſſed, but his F RIENDSHIP Will: 


ed, by one ſmile from bim; Gut Wy 
he bideth. bis Face, who. then can beri 
bold him *? We may look fair i in the, 


eyes of the world and our conditi- 
on ſeem ee and enviable * but; 


ALMIGHTY, "chat will —_ Sinks 


ennoble and raiſe, you. SOVESTYA 19, 


ly conſume, us, like a. moth— or, 


like a lion, w Will tear all to Pieces | a 


with vifible reſentment and fury. 


* Job *xxiv;*2 ge 
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ou would be glad (it may be) 
to live in FRIENDSHIP WITH Go, 
but you do not conſent to the con- 
DITIONS, of enjoying it. We muſt 
deny ourſelyes (you cry). i in ſuch and 
ſuch purſuits and ple And 
what then? Are you ſure that .vir- 
tuous ſelf-denial is an infelicity? : 
Has -unbounded indulgence, always 
proved a happineſs to you ? The re- 
ſtraints of Paradiſe were not ſo griev- 
ous to ADAM, as the being turned 
out of it: and he found himſelf 
much more of a ſlave in 5 wide 
wilderneſs of the world, than he had. 
ever been 1n that incloſure into which 
GOD mercifully put him. Self- 
denial was the command of Gop, 
and was neceſſary to MAN, even in 
Ep itſelf : and it is neceſſary ſtill. 
- Without this, Gop cannot have his 


glory ; 


- 


Pn nor Py creature man, bh 
| moſt: valuable enjoyment.” K avil od 
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j\ 0 cloſe all—Jet us remember Th 


Farrxpsgir Irn God, is the 
proper temper of man in this pred 
paratory ſtate—we are going to Go 


and therefore, muſt be: Prins: & 


7 o - 


Gov.” Our HEAVEN Tr” we ever 


have one) muſt be begun upon 
EARTH. It is by a a reſtoration to our 
ſelves; and to our G0D now, that 
we are to enjoy ourſelves and him 


| eternally. Let us be induſtrious in 
this our preparatory work, and Gop 


will Work in us, and with us, "OF 1 
HIS GOOD PLEASURE. Fe will aſ- 
hiſt. us. with pleaſure; ni reward us 
e enen e ee eee 
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As we —_— in FxrExpsfir 
:wiTH God; every thing will be 
FRTIENDLY to us; "both within, and 
about us. The ſun ſpall not finite us 
by day, nor the moon by night '* ;==we 

ſhall be in league with the ſtones of the 
field und the beaſts of the field ſhall 
be at peace with us rt. Every crea- 

ture ſhall act in FRIEN DIY concert 
with the great CREATOR, for our 
benefit and be the miniſter of his 
goodneſs not the inſtrument of his 
vengeance. We may command the 
tribes of the EAR THand look up 
to the firmament of REAVEN 
may challenge the ſervices of its 
glorious hoſts, and immortal an- 
gels—and call all things ours, be- 
caule . GOD ALMIGHTY. is o. 
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